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in the following manner: $550,000 for the city of New | 


York ; $475,000 for the city of Philadelphia; $400,000 for 


the city of Boston, and for the city of Baltimore $400,000, | 


the same to be expended under the direction of the Pres- 
ident of the United States, the Secretary of the Interior, 
and the Postmaster General. 

Mr. LETCHER. I raise a question of order. 
The amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania is not germane to the Senate appro- 
priation for the erection of an hospital. 

Mr. WITTE. I will only say, that in a report 
submitted by the Department some time ago, the 


sums named in my amendment were suggested as | 


the sums necessary to carry out the varioue pur- 


poses indicated in it; and from the best inform- | 


ation the committee which has had this matter 
under consideration can obtain from the Depart- 
ment of the Interior, those amounts are required. 

Mr. LETCHER. Is this debate in order after 
a question of order is raised ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis not. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I would inquire if, 
in the amendment of the gentleman from Pennsy]l. 
vania, there is any indication of the sites on which 
these buildings shall be erected? 

Mr. WITTE. None atall. 

The CHAIRMAN, This question is not de- 
batable. 
is not in order. 


The question was then taken upon the Senate | 


amendment; and it was non-concurred in. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I rise to a question of order. 
I wish to know upon what amendment the com- 
mittee just voted? I supposed it was upon the 


amendment offered by the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania. 


TheCHAIRMAN. TheChair ruled the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania out of 
order, and the question was then put upon the 
Senate amendment: and it was non-concurred in. 

Mr. WITTE. 
do I believe the committee understood that the 
Chair ruled my amendment out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. As there seems to. be a 
misunderstanding, at least by two gentlemen, the 
question will be put again, if there is no objection. 

Several Memsers objected. 

Mr. ELIOT, of Massachusetts, was here recog- 


nized by the Chair, and said: I am happy at last | 


to have attracted the attention of the Chair. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is not in | 


order. 
Mr. ELIOT. 
Chair decided the last question. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not hear | 


the gentleman. 

Mr. ELIOT. I thought I spoke loud enough. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not hear 
the call for a division. Isthere objection to taking 
the question again? 

Mr. BRIDGES and others objected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Cierk will read the 
next amendment. 


Seventy-second amendment: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury is hereby authorized to sell and convey the 
land, with the buildings thereou, belonging to the United 
States, now occupied as the marine hospital at Chelsea, as 
may seem to be most advantageous to the United States; 
and he is hereby empowered to execute valid title deeds of 


the same to the purchasers ; and that the proceeds of such | 


sales shall be paid into the Treasury of the United States. 


Mr. FULLER. I move an amendment to that 
amendment. I move to insert $195,000 for the 
purpose of completing the building, and I wish the 
attention of the committee a moment to my amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SKELTON. I rise toa question of order. 
The Senate amendment contains no appropriation 
of money, but authorizes only the sale of the lot. 
The amendment to add an appropriation of money 
18 not in order. 


Mr. FULLER. I wish to say to the commit- 


tee that the present building was erected in 1826, | 


at a cost of $27,000, out of the seamen’s fund. A 
site of ten acres was purchased in the town of 
Chelsea for the benefit of the seamen. The pres- 
ent building is wholly unsuited and inadequate to 
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I did not so understand it, nor | 


The Chair decides that the amendment | 


1 called for a division Defore the | 





| the accommodation and wants of that class of men. 


Competent judges say that the property is now 
worth $100,000, and moneyed men stand ready to 
give that for it. Contiguous to that property the | 
Government own a tract of seventy-five acres, on | 


_a part of which is the Government naval hospital. , 


| actin conflict therewith being hereby repealed ; and all 
| estimates for the compensation of officers of the Govern- 


| Third Auditor, in the office of Secretary of the Treasury, | 


It is proposed to take ten of that seventy-five acres 
of land, and upon it erect the marine hospital, and 
sell the old hospital ground. The whole outlay 
will be $195,000, and the Government will be re- 
imbursed $100,000 of that by the sale of the pres- 
ent marine hospital and site. New Orleans, New 
York, and Buston, are the principal points, and 
Boston more especially, where accommodations 
for sick and disabled seamen are fequired. I 
have twice visited that hospital at Chelsea, and I 
personally know its entireinadequacy. And it is 
apparent that the accommodations there are wholly 
unsuitable to the wants of the community. Itisa | 


| fact that there is but one marine hospital north of | 


this, and to show what number are south of it, I 
will read—— 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

The amendment was adopted, there being, ona | 
division—ayes 72, noes 44. 

Mr. FULLER. I demand tellers on the Senate 
amendment, as amended. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Boyce and 
PRINGLE were appointed. 

‘The question was taken; and the Senate amend- 
ment, as amended, was concurred in, the tellers | 
having reported, ayes ninety-six, noes not counted. | 

Seventy-third amendment: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the provisions 
contained in the second section of the act entilled ** An act 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses | | 
of the Government,”’ approved the 17th day of June, 1844, || 
be required to be carried into effect, in all particulars, any 


ment, authorized by law to be employed, shall be based 
upon the expressed provisions of law, and not upon the 
authority of Executive distribution thereof, and the act and 
section authorizing the same, with the volume and page 
where such authority may be found, shall be cited in each || 
and all estimates respectively. 
Mr. HOUSTON. From the reading of that || 
amendment it is evidently a good one, and I hope 
that it may be concurred in. It requires estimates |. 
presented to Congress to be printed in strict con- |, 
formity with law. 
The amendment was concurred in. } 
|| 


Seventy-fourth amendment: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall be allowed, in lieu of the clerks now | 
authorized to be temporarily employed in the office of the | 


one clerk of class two; in the First Comptroller’s office, || 
one of class two and one of class three ; in the First Aud- 
itor’s, two of class two and one of class three ; inthe Third 
Auditor’s office, twenty of class two and one of class four ; 
in the Sixth Auditor’s office, six of class one and one of 
class two; and in the office of the Solicitor of the Treas- | 
ury: And also the Secretary of War shall be, and he is 
hereby, directed to discontinue one clerk in his office of 
class two, and be allowed in lieu thereof one of class four ; 
in the Adjutant General’s office one of class one; and in 
the office of the Topographical Engineers (as draughts- | 
man) one of class four. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Seventy-fifth amendment: 
Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the proper ac- 
counting officers of the Treasury be, and they are hereby, 
authorized and required to credit T. Butler King, late 
collector and depositary at San Francisco, in the sum of 
$12,824 98, being the amount of money proved to have been 
lost by the destruction of the custom-house building and 

vault at San Francisco by the fire of May, 1851. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Here is a letter upon the 
subject, if it is the pleasure of the committee that 
it should be read. i 

The letter was read, and is as follows: 


Treascry DePaRtTMentT, February 27, 1855. 
Sir: I have the honor to recommend the insertion in the 
general appropriation bill of a clause authorizing the ac- 


counting officers of the Treasury to credit T. Butler King, 


late collector and depositary at San Francisco, in the sum of 
$12,824 98, being the amountof money proved to have been 
lost by the dest uction of the custom-house building and 
vault at San Francisco by the fire of May, 1851. 

Public money in specie to the amount above indicated 
was totally lost in the conflagration referred to, and the 
additional legislatien is neces<ary to enable the accounting 
officers of the Treasury to give the late collector the credit 


to which he is entitled. The testimony on the subj 
be furnished if desired by the commitice. oe ey 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES GUTHRIE, Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. R. M. T. Honrer, Chairman of the Committee on 
Finance, United States Senate. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventy-sixth amendment: 


Sec. 9. and be it further enacted, That there shall be 
appointed, and paid in the manner now provided by law, 
four principal examiners and four assistant examiners of 
patents, in addiuon to the examining force now authorized 
by law, to be so employed in the Patent Office ; and should 
the necessities of the public service, in the estimation of the 
Commissioner of Patents, require any additional examining 
force to that herein provided, previous to the next session 
of Congress, there may also be appointed, and paid in the 
manner now provided by law, in addition to the foregoing, 
not exceeding two principal and two assistant examiners, 
who shall not so euntinue to be employed subsequent to the 
expiration of said next session of Congress without further 
provision of law. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, I have a single re- 
mark to make with regard to that amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Well, sir, for the 
purpose of saying a word, I move to strike out 
one of the examiners provided for in the Senate 
amendment. I will simply say that this provision 
is recommended by the Commissioner of Patents, 
who states that these examiners are absolutely 
required to transact the business in that office. 

r. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I rise to a 
question of order. I ask if the amendment is not 
to change the existing law? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. No, sir; it is simply 
to increase the number of clerks authorized under 
the existing law; and is one of the contingencies 


| for carrying on the Government. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. The gentleman is right, 


_ and I desire to give my testimony in addition to 
| his, that these examiners are absolutely required. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. If there is any doubt 


| about the fact in the minds of the committee, I 


will read the recommendation. 
gr of ** No!” “No!” © Tt is all right.’"} 
r. BRECKINRIDGE. Very well, then, I 
will withdraw my amendment. 
The question was then taken; and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 
Seventy-seventh amendment: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That so much of the 
act entitled ‘* An act making appropriations for the civiland 
diplomatic expenses for the year ending June 30, 1853, and 


| for other purposes,” as provided for compensation to cer- 
| tain subjects of Spain at New Orleans and at Key West, 


shall be construed to embrace any losses sustained on the 
same Occasion by Michael Passrirubza, a subjectof Austria. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Seventy-eighth amendment: 
Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That nothing con- 


| tained in the act entitled ‘‘An act to remodel the diplomatic 


and consular system of the United States,’’ passed at the 
present session of Congress, shall be so construed as to pro- 
hibit the appointment as consul or commercial agent, under 
the provisions of said act, of any person who may have held 


| such office when said act passed, and who, though not a 


citizen of the United States, shall have heretofore resided 
therein, and shall have married a citizen of the United 
States. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
not be concurred in. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Seventy-ninth amendment: 

Sec. —. 4nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, directed to pay out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to 
C. E. Anderson, late secretary of legation of the United 
States, at Paris, the sum of $1,659 72, it being the differ- 
ence between the compensation received by him as secre- 
tary of legation, and that of chargé d’affaires, from the fi st 
day of April, to the 29th day of November, 1837, during 
which period he acted in the latter capacity. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the amendment will 
not be concurred in. : 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understande 
from the Clerk that the next amendments are with 
the enrolling clerks. 


Eighty-third amendment. 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury he, and he is hereby, authorized to cause 


I hope the amendment will 


| to be constructed the following buildings: 
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At Burlington, Vermont, a marine hospital, to cost not 
more than @35,000, 

At Wilmington, North Carolina, a marine hospital, in- 
cluding a pest-house, for the separate accommodation ef 
poarer nis with contagious and infective dis¢ ases, to cost not 
more than #40 000. 

Src.—. And beit further enacted, That the several sums 
mentioned in the preceding section as the cost of the build- 
ings therein authorized to be constructed, together with ten 
per centum thereon, to cover the compensanon of archi- 
tects, superintendents, advertising, and the contingent ex 
ponuees, and so much as may be required to purchase suit 
able sites for said buildings be, and the same are hereby, 
appropriated for the said purposes out of any moneys in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated: Provifed, That no 
money hereby appropriated shall be used and applied for 
the purposes mentioned until the State shall also duly re- 
leave and relinquish to the United States the right to tax or 
in any way assess said site or property of the United States 
that may be thereon during the time that the United States 
shall be or remain the owner thereof, 


Mr. WITTE. I now offer the following as an 
amendment to that amendment: 

And that the sum of $1,825,000 be, and is hereby, appro- 
priated for the purchase of sites and the erection of buildings 
jor post offices and United States court rooms, in the cites 
of New York, Philadelphia, Boston, and Baltimore, in the 
following manner, $550,000 for the city of New York, 
$475,000 for the city of Philadelphia, $4 0,000 for the city of 
Bosion, and for the city of Baltimore, 3400,000. The same 
to be expended under the direction of the President of the 
United States, the Secretaty of the Interior, and the Post- 
master General. 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a question of order. 
That amendment is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair sustains the 
question of order, and rules the amendment to be 
out of order. 

Mr. WITTE. I will take an appeal from the 
decision of the Chair, and now, sir, I desire to 
state 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 
ments. 

Mr. WITTE. Havel not theright to state the 
grounds of my appeal ? 

TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it would 
be in the nature of argument and not in order. 

The question now being upon the appeal from 
the decision of the Chair, 

Mr. KERR demanded tellers. 


ee —_—— — — —- 





I object to any argu- 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Witte and | 


Lercuer were appointed. 

The question was then taken, ‘ Shall the decis- 
ion of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
committee ?”’ and the tellers reported—ayes 89, 
noes 41, 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I rise to a question 
of order, and I ask for the reading of the order of 
the House, which | send up to the Chair. 

The Clerk read the order, as follows: 


** Resolved, That the Speaker be requested to direct the 
Sergeant at-Arms and Doorkeeper to Keep all persons except 
members of Congress and the officers of the Senate and 
House from coming within the bar of the House.” 


Mr.DAVIS. Now, sir, the confusion of which 
gentlemen complain here this evening, is caused 
by the great number of persons within this Hall 
who are not entitled to be here under that order; 
and | desire that it shall be enforced. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is informed 


that persons not entitied to admission within the 4 


Frall are present, and directs the Sergeant-at-Arms 
and the Doorkeeper to enforce the rule of the | 


House, and to enforce it strictly, and to cause the | 


immediate departure of persons who are not entitled 
to admission. 

The officers of the House thereupon proceeded 
to obey the order of the Chair, and conducted 
from the Hall a large number of persons who were 
not entitled to admission. 

The question now being upon concurring in the 
amendment of the Senate, after a few words from 
Mr. Asue, which were wholly inaudible at the 
reporters’ desk, it was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. | 


Eightieth amendment of the Senate: 

That the second section of the act of 3lst August, 1852, 
which provides that the clerks, messengers, watchmen, and 
laborers, employed at an annual salary, or in temporary 


positions in the executive and legislative departments of | 


the Government in the city of Washington, whose annual 
compensation does not exceed $1,200 shall, in addition 
thereto, be allowed an increased compensation of twenty 
per cent, shall be construed to include the principal clerk 
atthe National Observatory at Washington, and that here- 
alter the salary of said clerk shall be $1,500 per annum. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Eighty-first amendment of the Senate: 


And 31,696 15 to supply a deficiency in the iation 
for vuilding four steam dredge-boats, in ann ty ee War 


| 
iI 
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| Department on Lakes Champlain, Erie, Michigan, and On- 
| taro, 10 be applied for materials, machinery, tools, and 
labor, furnished in painting said boats. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. [| move to amend the amend- 
ment by offering the provisions of a bill, reported 
by the Committee on Commerce, for working the 
dredge-boats in different parts of the country. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That amendment is not in 
order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would inquire 
if the amendment which the gentleman offers is a 
bill now pending before the House? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I do not offer it as a bill; 
but | offer these printed provisions of a bill as an 
amendment to this amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks if the 
amendment is a bill, or the provisions of a bill, it 
is notin order. 


Mr. PHILLIPS. 
enacting clause is stricken out. 
read, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not want to have the 
time of the committee consumed in this matter; 
and, therefore, I rise to a point ef order. The 


I ask that it be 


amendment of the Senate is a bill which was. 


offered a few days ago by the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Fenron,] and is now put in by the 
Senate. It is merely to supply adeficiency in the 
expenses of these dredge-boats. But my colleague 
is offering an amendment which proposes to set 
dredge-boats in operation all over the country. 
Mr. PHILLIPS. No, sir; I desire to state to 


my colleague tlrat there is not a provision in the | 


amendment which | offer forthe working of a new 

| dredge-boat. Every one of its provistons is for 
| working boats now in existence, and for which 
appropriations are made. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
That amendment is a portion of the internal im- 
provement bill, and it is not in order in a civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill, which is the bill 
now before the committee. 

| press this point of order. 
The amendment was reported, as follows: 
For dredging on Lake Champlain, $7,500 ; 

For dredging on Lake Ernie, $7,509; 

For dredging on Lake Ontario, 87,500 ; 


For dredging on Lake Michigan, $7,500 ; 


For dredging the mouths of the Mississippi river, $100,000; 

For dredging at Mohile, $75,000 ; 

For dredging at Charleston, South Carolina, $25,000 ; 

Por dredging at Baltimore, $8,333; 

For working the three twin snag-boats on the Missis- 
sippi, Oo, M:ssouri, and Arkansas rivers, $70,000. 


TheCHAIRMAN., The Chairrulestheamend- 
ment to be out of order, it being on a subjeét dif- 
ferent from the one now before the committee. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I appeal from the decision 
of the Chair. 

‘The question being *‘ Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee ?”’ 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, demanded 
tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The committee divided; and the Chair an- 
nounced 67 members voting in the affirmative, 54 
in the negative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 
| The qevestion recurred on the Senate amend- 
| ment; and being taken, it was concurred in. 
Eighty-second amendment: 

Add as follows: 

Provided, That all bullion required by law to be trans- 

| mitted from said office to the Mint for coinage shall, if prac- 
ticable, be in the form of refined bars. : 

Mr. WITTE. [ am opposed to this amend- 
| ment, and I will briefly state the reasons for my 

opposition. The existing law provides that all 
| bullion deposited at the assay office in New York 
intended for coinage shall be assayed only. It 
gives the depositors the right to choose whether 
they shall deposit bullion, or whether they shall 
have it assayed and refined, or simply have it 


|| assayed. 


| The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) Debate is 

| not in order on the Senate amendment. 

Mr. WITTE. I move to amend the amend- 

ment by striking out the word *coinage.’? The 

| committee will recollect that not very long since I 
stated what would present itself obviously as the 

| wisdom of the law. When the annual assay is 


|, made at the parent Mint, it is, of course, of the 


first importance that it should be known. 

Mr. WHEELER. [ insist upon the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania confining his remarks to 
the amendment. 


It is not a bill, because the | 


That makes no difference. | 


I feel it my duty to || 
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Mr. WITTE. I will say to the gentleman | 


from New York that I propose to show that the 
bullion deposited in the assay office for coinuos 
ought not to be parted and refined there, for the 
reason that, as the parent Mint places the stamp 
of the United States upon the coin, she alone ig 
responsible for the standard. If a depositor puts 
bullion in the assay office in New York, it ts only 
necessary to assay it there. 
understand it is not essentially necessary to ascer. 
tain the value of builien, that it should be Sepa. 
rated and refined. The value is determined by the 
first process of assaying, and it is stamped accord. 
ingly. It will appear perfectly obvious to the 
committee, that the parent Mint will not, ang 
ought not to be required to place its stamp Upon 
coin unless it has had the entire control of the 
preparation of the bullion. Suppose, at the ap- 
nual assay, it be found that there is a defect or ay 
| error, Row is the parent Mint, and how are the 
assayers, to go to work and ascertain where the 
error was committed? I cannot, for my own part, 
ascertain the reason why the amendment in ques- 
tion shoul! be placed in the bill. I cannot under. 
stand what the object can be in so doing, unless 
it is to take an additional step towards the erec. 
tion of a full Mint at New York. If that be the 
purpose of the genileman who inserted this amend. 
ment in the bill, Jet it be announced. The Goy. 
ernment has already been taxed to the extent of 
| nearly $750,000 for the establishment of an assay 
| office in New York, while the entire expense of 
_ building the machinery, and the expenses of every 
' name and character for the parent Mint, now con- 
| petent to do the work required in this country, 
|| are less than $250,000. 

Mr. CUTTING. Iam in favor of the amend- 
ment of the Senate, and I must say that I think 
| the opposition to it arises rather from the jealousy 
| of the Philadelphia Mint against the smal! assay 
office of New York, than from any other cause. 
That office was created, as expressly declared in 
|| the act, for the purpose of melting, parting, re- 
|| fining, and assaying gold, and whenever the owner 


| of metal to be melted leaves it at the New York 
office, they give him a receipt for it to be payable 
either in bullion orcoin. Then the office proceeds 
to melt, refine, part, and assay it. When the 
office was first established, there was no dispute 
as to the fact that it was to do more than melt, 
| but it was to part and refinealso. For six weeks 
| they continued to do it, but then the Mint at Phil- 

adelphia insisted that they could only do so where 
‘| bullion was deposited to be run into bars, kut if 
| it was to be run into coin, then it should be sent 

to Philadelphia. The Secretary of the Treasury 

decided against this claim on the part of the Mint 
' at Philadelphia, but during his absence at Louis- 
ville, the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury cus- 
pended operations at the New York office contrary 
to the previous decision of the Secretary ef the 
Treasury. The Senate have again declared what 
the provisions of the original law are by this 
amendment. See the folly of the position assumed 
by the Mint at Philadelphia, that where a depos- 
| itor is to receive bullion in pay for gold, the New 
York office only melts, refines, and parts, but 
where he is to receive coin, then he must only 
melt and assay it at New York, but must send it 
‘| here to be parted and refined. [t is a mere ver!al 
| criticism of the act, robbing the New York office 
| of a part of its function for the purpose of having 
| one half the job, the finishing up in Philadelphia. 
| J trust the committee will not*yield to the spirit 
| manifested on the part of the Philadelphia Mint, 

in endeavoring to control and undermine the opers- 
_ tions of the asgay office in New York. We have 
| asked for no Mint there, and do not intend to make 
|| any proposition of the kind; but we ask Congress 
| to leave us the power, that the original act esiab- 

lishing an assay office gives us, and not encourage 


| the mere verbal criticisms, which are made after 
|| the manner of small lawyers. 

‘| The question was then taken on Mr. Witte’s 
|| amendment; and it was rejected. 

Mr. WITTE. I move to strike out the word 

'** practicable.’’ I desire to state briefly the var'- 

| ous processes of an assaying office, and the various 

processes of a Mint, in order that the committee 

may come to a correct understanding of this ques- 

| tion. I understand them not as a lawyer, a litle 


‘ora big lawyer, but I understand the practical 
|| operations of these offices, and I will state them. 
|) The assay office in New York receives the metal, 


The committee muy | 





; 
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and the depositor, when he places it, informs | gold or silver bullion and foreign coin intended by the de- The question was taken, and the tellers re- 
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whether he will have the value stamped upon it, 
so many hundreds of gold or silver, or whether he | 
will have it parted and refined. | 
It is important to understand, in this connec- | 
tion, that 1t is not necessary to part and refine the | 
bullion in order to make it marketable, for the | 
value is clearly ascertained by the process of as- 
saying. The Secretary of the Treasury did, in 
the first instance, by the importunities of gentle- 
men from New York, make the decision to which 
the gentleman has alluded. One of the directors 
of the Mint made a complaint to him, and said, if 
you permit the assay office in New York toassay, | 
part, refine, and stamp the bars, and then send | 
them here to Philadelphia, and compel me to take 
them in and coin them, I will resign my position, | 
and I will not perform the functions of a director 
of this Mint. And why did he make this com- 
ope Because, as | have already stated, if there 
e an error, the directors of the Mint want to know 


' 
| 
| 


|| or bullion. If payable in coin, at the New York || 


‘fined, and assayed. I submit to the committee 


|| that act, that the whole operation of melting an 


ia : . at | positor to be converted into the coins of the United States, 
them whether he will have it returned to him in the shall, »s soon as assayed, and its net value certified as al ove || ported—a = 77, noes 46. . 
condition of builion for coin, or whether he will || provided, be transferred to the Mint of the United Stites, || So the Senate amendment was concurred in. 
have it returned merely assayed; in other words, || under such directions as shall be made by the Secretary of 1] Mr. GREENWOOD. | perceive that there are 


the Treasury, and at the expense of the contingent fund of | 
the Mint, and shall there be coined.” 


The receipt is given and payable either in coin 


some sixty amendments still to be acted on, and 
if we intend to pass the bill at all, | think that we 
had better go into the House and close this five- 
minute debate. With that view, I move that the 
committee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee rose, and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had had the state of the Union generally under 
consideration, and particularly the amendment of 
the Senate to the civil and diplomatic appropria- 
: es ; : tion bill, and had come to no resolution thereon. 
assaying, which includes parting and refining, || 


should be done in New York, and not that it || ENROLLED BILLS. 


assay office, the office is directed to send the bars | 
to the Philadelphia office; but in directing that || 
the bars shall be sent to Philadephia the provision | 
simply says the ‘“‘gold melted and assayed as | 
aforesaid’’ shall be sent to Philadelphia. How 
melted and assayed? Why melted, parted, re- 


that it was the intention of Congress, in ae | 
\| 


| should be melted and assayed, and then, in acrude || Mr. GREEN, frem the Committee on Enrolled 


| condition, sent to Philadelphia to have the opera- 


Bills, reported as correctly enrolled a bill of the 

| following title; which thereupon received the 
signature of the Speaker: 

An act making appropriations for the service of 


tion finished. It will cost $50,000 more if this 
amendment is rejected. 
The question was takenon Mr. Wirrte’s amend- 


whete tee belie eolaiabned ment; and it was not agreed to. | the Post Office Department for the fiscal year end- 
With regard to the other point made by the || Mr. WITTE. I move to amend by striking | '"5 TORE OD, SONS. 
gentleman from New York, there is nothing re- |, Ut the word ‘ coin.” | SUSPENSION OF FIVE-MINUTE DEBATE. 


quired now to render that assay office as efficient | 
as an assay office can be rendered. The depos- 
itor may place his bullion there, may have it as- 
sayed, may have its value clearly stamped upon 
it, may ship it abroad or use it at home, and it is 
as current as coin with the eagle stamped upon it. 
But when the office asks for the additional pro- 
cesses which make up the standard of the coin, 
then the parent Mint, which alone has the right 
to place the stamp of the United States upon it, 
claims to herself the preparation of her own metal, 
because she gives receipts for it. 

With regard to the statement of the gentleman 
from New York, that Philadelphia is jealous of | 
the assay office in New York, the manner in | 
which she has managed will prove that she is not | 
jealous, and she can well afford to draw a com- 
parison in which New York suffers immensely. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. CUTTING. I desire to direct the attention | 
of the committee to the language of the original | 


act establishing an assay office in New York, and || 





if they do not see, after a careful reading of it, | 
that it was the intention of Congress to bestow | 
upon the assay office at New York the power not 
only to melt and assay, but to part and refine, I 
will give up the case, and yield the point entirely. | 
And if the committee are satisfied upon this sub- | 
ject, | ask that they shall not give Pennsylvania | 
$10,000 for the purpose of paying the freight upon | 
builion, and for incidental expenses, but leave the 
office in New York to perform its specific duties 
prescribed by law. Here is a portion of the law: 


Mr. McDOUGALL. [ insist, then, that the Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 move that the 
gentleman shall be confined to showing the neces- || rules be suspended for the purpose of submitting 
sity of striking out that word, || a motion to suspend the rule authorizing the five- 

r. WITTE. Then I will move to strike out || minute debate in the Committee of the Whole on 
the word “‘ refined.’”? Mr. Chairman, this isa very | the state of the Union. 


plain case. My friend from New York has read || The question was taken; and the rule was sus- 


the law, and read it truly. 1 do not dispute that || pended. 


the office has been established for the purpose of The five-minute debate in committee on the bill 
melting, assaying, refining, and parting. 1 do not | indicated was ordered to be closed. 


dispute it. But there is one great point, worthy | Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
| of consideration, which he has not touched upon, || House resolve itself into the Committee of the 





and that is, that the question whether the bullion || Whole on the state of the Union. 


| which is deposited shall be parted, assayed,“and || The motion was agreed to. 


refined, depends upon the depositor. It is for ||  ¢ryit, AND DIPLOMATIC BILL—AGAIN. 
ened oan ee meen De einen toms The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
New York says, ‘‘will you take from us the | oe of the Whole = the state of the 
functions which were bestowed upon us by the \ eS ox cuennnne Se —. to th 
act, and prevent us from exercising the duties | civil und diolo aad ao ae ee po 
which the act intended we should exercise.”’ I |, a neg ee eee — 

say no. But the act says clearly that that shall: | Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That it shall be law- 


; : ful for the President of the United States to cause such 
be a question for the depositor to settle. Hear || measures to be taken as, in his opinion, may be expedient 
what the law says: | for providing convenient accommodations, medical assist- 

“ And all gold or silver bullion, and foreign coin intended || 28, nursery attendance, and supplies for the relief of sick 
by the depositor to be converted into the coins of the United |, 874 disabled seamen of the United States who may be at 





| States shall, as soon as assayed, and its net value certified || Ot near the port of Havana, Cuba, in case the same can be 
| as above previded, be transferred to the Mint of the United |; 40He With the assent of the Government having jurisdiction 


States.”? over said port; and for this purpose to establish such regu- 


: . . naa . || lations and to authorize the employment of such persons 
Now mark the point. It is this: The depositor || 4. he may judge proper ; and that for defraying the expenses 


shall have the choice whether he will have it as-| thereof, a sum not exceeding $10,000 is hereby appropri- 
sayed and parted or not. If he prefers to have it || ated out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
assayed he can have itdone. But the law clearly | propriated : Provided, That no buildings shall be erected 
ona explicitly provides, chat if it ie deposited for | or purchased under the provisions of this section. 


the purpose of being coined, that then, as soon as The amendment was non-concurred in. 


| it is assayed according to the provisions of theact, || Ejighty-fifth amendment: 
“ Ss is > t iz } 7 y 5S P p e ac 9 || g y : ’ 
requited taectablh inthe city of New York au neeay office, || it shall be transferred to the Mint of the United || _ That the compensation of the collector of customs at 
for the receipt, aud for the melting, refining, parting, and || States. E , pagans babar yore =n ee same as 
assaying all goid and silver bullion, and foreign coin, and for | Now, sir, Philadelphia does not seek to take! “ a - _ 7 3 


casting the same into bars, ingots, or disks. The assistant 


treasurer of the United States in New York shall be treas- || 


urer of said assay office, and the Secretary of the Treasury | 
shall, with the consent and approbation of the President of | 
the United States, appoint such oiher officers and clerks, 
and authorize the employment of such assistants, workmen, | 
and servants, as shall be necessary for the proper conduct | 
and management of said office, and of the business pertain- 
ing thereto, at such compensation as shall be approved by 
the President: Provided, That the s:me shall not exceed 
that allowed for corresponding serviees under existing laws, 
relating to the Mint of the United States and its branches. 
That the own r or owners of any gold or silver bullion, in 
dust or otherwise, or of any foreign coin, shall be entitled to 
deposit the same in the said office, and the treasurer there- 
of shall give a receipt, stating the weight and description 
thereof, inthe manner, and under regulations which are or 
may be provided in like cases of deposit at the Mint of the 
United States, with the treasurer thereof. And such bul- 
lion shall, without delay, be melted, parted, refined, and 
assayed, and the net value thereof, and of all foreign coin 
deposited in said office shall be assayed, and the treasurer 
shall, thereupon, forthwith issue his certificate of the net 


deposited, either at the office of the assistant treasurer of 
the United »tates, in New York, orat the Mint of the Uni- 
ted States, at the option of the depositor, to be expressed in 





away from the assay office in New York any- || The amendment was concurred in. 

thing to which she is entitled. Philadelphia does || Eighty-sixth amendment: 

not dispute that that office may refine and part. | See. —. tnd be it further enacted, That the weighere, 
But the law says thatthe question, whether it shall || g8ugers, and measurers for the collection district of New 
do 80, isa question for the depositor to decide. | York shall hereafter receive a compensation at the rate of 


7 * $2,000 each per annum ; and inspectors for the said district 
The assay office may claim the right to assay, || shall hereafter receive as compensation a sum not exceed- 


part, and refine, if the bullion is intended to go to | ing four dollars per day each for their services. 
the parent Mint. __ ' The amendment was non-concurred in. 
ae ae = a the —— | Eighty-seventh amendment: 

atoneineaeiintdhin Wtinna it provides what the || sec. —. And be it further enacted, That there shall be 
depositor shall do. There is now nothing in the || appointed a consul general, to reside in the British North 
law which prevents the depositor from making his || American Provinces, with a salary of $4,000 per annum, 
election as to what he will have done with the bul- | and the sum of $4,000 is hereby appropriated for that object. 
lion. The act, as it now exists, contains no pro- || The amendment was non-concurred in. 

visions except such as oa essential for || Eighty-eighth amendment: 
the parent Mint. I ask the simple, plain, practi- || geo. _. and be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
cal question, if you were called upon to put upon || the Treasury is hereby authorized to appoint, for the col- 
a piece of coin a stamp, fixing and establishing the || lection district of New York, five weighers and twenty 
standard and precise value thereof, would you not | > in addition to the number heretofore allowed by 
like to know how the value and standard were as- || “*™* ed i 
certained? Would you not like to know whether || The amendment was non-concurred in. 





the certificate, which certificates shall be receivable at any || that value had accurately been ascertained ? Eighty-ninth amendment: 
time within sixty davs from the date thereof, in paymeut of Here the hammer fell.) | For furnishing the custom-house, post office, and United 
all debts cue to the United States at the port of New York, 


for the full sam therein certified. Al! gold or silver bullion 
and foreign coin deposited, melted, parted, refined, or as- 
sayed, s aforesaid, shall, at the option of the depositor, be 


cast in the said office a bars, ingots, or disks, either of || ment, | General, and that for the court room, under the Secretary j 
Pure metal or of standar neness (as the owner may pre of the Interior. , 
fer) with a stamp thereon, of such form and device as shall Mr. FLORENCE demanded tellers. ey 


be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, accurately 
designating its weight and fineness,” &c. * * ‘ Andall 


value thereof, payable in coin of the same metal as that 


he question was then taken upon Mr. Wirre’s || Sites oon es at — by oe — am, 

i : makin 500; the appr - ® 
amendment; and it was not agreed to, | be cameda under the direction of the Secretary of the 
The question recurring on the Senate amend- || Treasury, that fur the post office, under the Postmaster 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Witte and || Mr. WITTE. 1 desire to offer the following 
Curtine were appointed. | amendment: 
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And that the eum of $1,825,000 ye, and is hereby, appro- 
preate d for the purchase of Kites and the erection of buildings 
for por t offic es and United States court rooms in the cites 

if New York, Philadelphia, Boston, and Baltimore, in the 
f Nlowing manner: $550, 000 for the city of New York; 
2475000 for the city of Philadetphia; $400,000 for the city 
of Boston; and for the city of Baitiimore 2400,000 ; the same | 
to be executed under the direction of the President of the 
United States, the Secretary of the Interior, and the Post- 
master General. 


Mr. ORR. I rise to a question of order. I 
submit that that amendment is not in order. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 

the amendment is not in order. 
The question was then taken; and the Senate 
amendment was non-concurred in. 


Ninetieth amendment: 

That the provisions of the act of February 26, 1853, * to 
regulate the fees and costs to be allowed cle rks, marshals, 
and attorneys of the circuit and district courts of the Unite d 
States, and for other purposes,’”’ are hereby extended to the | 
‘Territories of Minnesota, New Mexico, and Utah, as fully, 
in all particulars, as they would be had the word « Terri- 
tories’? beeu inserted in the sixth line, after the word 
‘ States,”? and the same had read: ‘in the several States, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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is paid to the Whaibinaiiin similarly employed under the 
direction of the Senate. 


| 
i 
The amendment was concurred in. | 


Ninety-eighth amendment: 


Sec. —. And he it further enacted, | 


That the treaties 


| made during the present Congress with the [ndian tribes, 
| and those to be made in future, shall be published as the 


laws and other treaties in the newspapers of such States 


and Territories as the Secretary of the Interior may think | 
expedient. 


The amendment was concurred in. i] 


Ninety-ninth amendment: 
That in the settlement of the accounts of E. F. Beale, || 


| Jate superintendent of [ndian affairs in California, the ac- || 
| counting officers of the Treasury be authorized to allow || 


and in the Territories of the United States,”’ this clause to || 


take effect from and after the date of said act; and the 
accounting officers will settle the accounts within its pur. | 
v accordingly. 


The amendment was concurred in, 


Ninety-first amendment: 


Page 34, after line eight hundred and thirty, insert the 
following: 


For the construction of a building for a marine hospital || 


at Cincinnati, Ohio, $75,000. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


| 
Ninety-second amendment: 
| 


For the building of alight. house on the Government reser- | 
vation at Minnesota Point, near the head of Lake Superior, 
in the ‘Territory of Minnesota, $15,000. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Ninety-third amendment: 


And for the construction of two light-houses in California, 
one at Crescent City and one at ‘Trinity Bay, $15,000 each, 
ehould the Secretary of the Treasury decide that said light- 
houses were necessary, after proper examination and sur- | 
veys. } 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Ninety-fourth amendment: 


Src. —. And be it further enacted, That from and after | 
the let day of July next the Secretary of the Treasury be, | 
and he is hereby, authorized and empowered to regulate 








| charged to said nation, according to the decision of the 


and fix the salaries of the respective keepers of light- || 


houses in such manner as he shall deem just and proper: 
Provided, The whole sum allowed shall not exceed an 
average of $500 to each keeper. 

Mr. EDGERTON, 1 call for tellers upon that 
amendment. We can get no fair vote from a 
division, because gentlemen will not rise in their 
places to vote. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was then taken; and the amend- | 
ment was non-concurred in. 


Ninety-fifth amendment: ° 


And beut further enacted, That Franklin, in the collec- | 
tion district of Paso del Norte, Texas, be, and the same is 
hereby, made the port of entry for said district instead of | 
Frontera, and the collector shall reside thereat. 


Mr.SEWARD. I want to amend that amend- 
ment. I move to add the following words: 


And that Brunswick, in the State of Georgia, be made a 
port of entry. 


Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a point of order. 
I submit that the amendment of the gentleman 
from Georgia is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
question of order, and decides the amendment to | 
be out of order. 


The question was taken; und the amendment of 
the Senate was concurred in. 


Ninety-sixth amendment: 


At the end of the paragraph, “ for compensation of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, and the recorder, 
draughtsman, assistant draughtsman, clerks, messen ers, 
assistant messengers, packers, and laborers, in his office, 
$168,186,’’ insert the following : 

Provided, That the difference between the amount paid 
to the severa! principal accountants of the General Land | 
Office, and that contemplated for such service by the act of | 
July 4, 1836, p soengeniene that office, shall be paid out of | 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Ninety-seventh amendment: 


At the end of the paragraph, “ To pay the draughtsman 
and clerks employed upon the maps of the public lands for | 
the House of Representatives and the Committee of Public | 
Lands for the balance of the present fiscal year, $4,000,” 
insert the following: } 

And the draughtsmen employed on the maps of the pub- i 
lic Jands under the charge of the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives, shall be paid the same eompensation as 





| Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


|| money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


| bridges, and to refund the Commissioner of Public Build- 
| ings $3,000, advanced to him by the Corporation of Wash- 


| Officers of the Treasury be, and they are hereby, author- 





him the amount actually paid ty him to an interpreter 
during the years 1853 and 1854, upon producing satisfactory 
vouchers therefor. 


The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


One hundredth amendment: 


Sec. —. And be it fur'her enacted, That the sum of $765, 
the balance of $2,200, be paid to James F. Miller, and Pym- 
y-oh-te- mah, or either of them, by the Senate amendment to 
the treaty with the Miami Indians, made in August, 1854, 
be, and the same is hereby, directed to be paid to the said || 
Miller and Pym-y-oh te-mah, out of any moneys in the || 


Mr. HARLAN, of Indiana, demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Kerr and 
McDoveatt were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
—ayes seventy-five, noes not counted. 

So the amendment of the Senate was concurred || 
in, | 


One hundred and first amendment: 


To pay this amount for interest due to the Chickasaws 
at the rate of five per centum per annum, in pursuance of | 
the treaty of 1832, on the sum of $112,042 99, improperly 


proper accounting officers of the Treasury, from Ist Sep- | 
tember, 1837, until the 9th March, 1850, $72,960 25, 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and second amendment: 
For the repairs of the Potomac, navy-yard and upper | 


ington in 1853, and expended on the Potomac bridge, | 
$10,000, 


The amendment was disagreed to. 


One hundred and third amendment: | 
And be it further enacted, That the proper accounting 





ized and required to inquire into and ascertain the actual | 
amount of damages sustained by Cormack and Ramsey || 
under a contract made with them by Samuel D. Hubbard, || 
Postmaster General, on the 15th of February, 1853, for the || 
transportation of the mails between Vera Cruz and San 


Francisco, via Acapulco, &c., and that the amount so as- | 


certained be paid to said Cormack and Ramsey out of any 


Mr. HOUSTON. 
amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WHEELER | 
and Prince were appointed. al 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 18; noes not counted. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 


One hundred and fourth amendment: 


Strike out *3”? and insert in lieu thereof * 4; *’ 80 as to 
make the clause read: 
| 


For compensation of the surveyor general of Utah Ter- 
ritory, $4,000, 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and fifth amendment: 


And be it further enacted, That the sum of $15,000 be | 
appropriated towards the erection and completion ofa court- 
house in the town of Exeter, in the county of Rockingham, 


1] 
I call for tellers on that | 








and State of New Hampshire: Provided, That the other 
parties in interest in said court-house appropriate at least 
an equa! sum to said purpose: .41.d provided further, That 
the authorities of said county of Rockingham, having con- 
trol thereof, execute in writing and deliver to the clerk of 
the circuit court of the United States for the district of New 
Hampshire a lease or license granting to the courts of the 
United States the perpetual use of such court-house for 
United States court purposes free of rent or other charge. 


Mr. FLORENCE. I now offer, as an amend- 
ment to the Senate amendment, the proposition 
submitted a moment ago by my colleague. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee is 
not considering the general bill, but the Senate 
amendment thereto 

Mr. WALSH, (interrupting.) 1 rise to a ques- 
tion of order. No debate is in order. 

Mr. WITTE. I have only a word te say—— | 

Mr. WALSH, (interrupting.) Nodebate. | 

Mr. FLORENCE. Does the Chair decide the 
amendment out of order? | 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee has de- 





} 





cided that it is. The Chair winitd hold. thei the 
amendment is in order as well as other amend. 


| house. 





ments which were not ruled out of order. 

Mr. FLORENCE, It was ruled out of order 
before; but here itis germane to the amendment, 

Mr. WITTE. I rise toa point of order. The 
| Chair decided this amendment out of order a few: 
| minutes ago, because it was not germane to the 
Senate amendment. But hereis a provision for q 
court-house, and this proposition is also fora court. 
Now, sir, it is common sense that the 
amendment is in order here. 

Loud cries of ** Order!”’ ** Order !””} 
ir. WITTE. 1 appeal for ahearing. I haye 

a right to be heard. 

Mr. WALSH. The gentleman is not stating 
his question of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair wil] rule the 
amendment to be in order. 

Mr. WHEELER. | appeal from the decision 
of the Chair. 

The question being ‘ Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee?” 


| it was taken; and thé decision of the Chair was 


not sustained. 


a WALSH. Now, let us hear no more of 
that. 


One hundred and sixth amendment: 


And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he hereby is, authorized and directed to 
cause to be constructed the following buildings: 

At Bristol, Rhode Island, for the accommodation of the 


| custom-house and post office, a building of brick, with fire- 


proof floors, constructed of iron beams and brick work, 
iron roof, shutters, sills, &c., twenty five feet by thiny, and 
twenty five feet high, to cost not more than $12.20; 

At Pensacola, Florida, for the accommodation of the 
| custom-house, post office, and United States court,a build- 


| ing of like materials, thirty five by fifty feet, and forty feet 


high, to cost not more than $35,000 ; 
At Cleveland, Ohio, for the accommodation of the cus- 
tom-house, post office, and United States court, a building 


| of stone, eighty-five by sixty feet, and sixty feet high, of 
| like floors, beams, roof, shutters, &c., to cost not more 
| than #88 ,000 ; 


At Plattsburg, New York, for the accommodation of the 
custom-house, post office, and United States court, a 
building of brick, of tike floors, roof, beams, shutters, &c., 
forty-five feet by. sixty, and furty- eight feet high, LO Cosi not 
more than $50,000; 

At Alexandria, Virginia, to accommodate the custom- 
house, post office, and United States court, a building of 
brick, of like floors, beams, roof, shutters, &c., forty five 
feet by sixty, and forty-eight feet high, to ccst not more 
than $50,000 ; 

At Barnstable, Massachusetts, for the accommodation of 
the custom-house and post office, a building of brick, of like 
floors, beams, roof, shutters, &c., forty-five feet by thirty- 
two, and thirty-two feet in height, and to cost not more 
than $25,000. 

And be it further enacted, That the several sums men- 
tioned in the preceding section of this act as the cost of the 
buildings therein authorized to be constructed, together 
| with ten per centum to cover the compensation of architects, 
superintendents, advertising, and other contingent expenses, 
and so much as may be required to purchase suitable sites 
for said buildings be, and the same are hereby, appropriated 
for the purposes aforesaid, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated: Provided, That nv money here- 
by appropriated shall be used or applied for the purposes 
mentioned until a valid title to the land for the site of such 
buildings in each cage shall be vested in the United States, 
and until the State shall also duly release and relinquish to 
the United States the nght to tax, orin any way assess, said 
| site or the property of the United States that may be thereon 
| during the time that the United States shail be or remain the 
owner thereof. 


The queens being on the Senate amendment, 

Mr. WADE demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Rowe and 
Hunt were appointed. 

The committee was divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—-ayes 79, noes 49. 

So the amendment of the Senate was concurred 
in. 


One hundred and seventh amendment: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be, and he is hereby, authorized and rm quired so 
to construe the act of Congress approved 27th of July, 1854, 
for the relief of James Goggin, late special agent of the 
Post Office Department in California, as that he shall be 
paid the same salary for the time he acted as such agent 
as is now paid to his successor in office, under the present 
law, and also the amount for office rent and clerk hire, 
which may be shown, by proper vouchers, to have been 
actually paid by him for the same. 


Mr. EDMUNDSON demanded tellers; but they 
were not ordered. 

The question was then taken; and, upon a 
division, there were—ayes twenty-eight, noes not 
counted. 

So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and eighth amendment: 


And be it further ome, That the ee accounting 
officers of the Treasury of th e United States be, and they 
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| 
are hereby, authorized and required to credit the secretary || 
of the treasury of Minnesota, in the settlement of his ac- 
counts, with the sum of $805, the amount paid by the said | 
secretary for collating, indexing, ana supcrintending the | 
printing of the statutes of said Territory for the years 1849, 
}851, 1852, and 1853; and for arranging, indexing, and in | 
part reporting the decisions of the supreme court of said | 
Territory, under a joint resolution of the Legisiative As- 
sembly of said Territory, passed in the year 1853. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and ninth and one hundred and 
tenth amendments: 


Page 20, of the printed bill, line four hundred and seventy- || 
eight, after “* New Mexico,”’ insert “‘ whose salary shall be | 
$4,500,” and strike out “ $7,000,” and insert in lieu thereof | 
& $18,500 ;”* so that the section shall read : 

For compensation of the surveyor general of New Mex- 
ico, whose salary shall be $4,500, and the clerks in bis 
office, $18,500. 


The amendments were non-concurred in. 


One hundred and eleventh amendment: 


Page 20, line four hundred and eighty, after ‘‘ Nebraska,” 
insert ** whose salary shall be $3,500 ;”? so that the section 
shall read: 

For compensation of the surveyor general of Kansas and 
Nebraska, whose salary shall be $3,500, and the clerks in | 
his office, $8,300. 


The amendment was non-concurred‘in. 


One hundred and twelfth amendment: 


And be it further enacted, That the proper accounting | 
officer of the Department of the Interior be authorized and 
directed to audit and settle the claim of John Kandom, de- 
ceased, a friendly Creek Indian, of the half blood, for losses 
sustained and property destroyed by the hostile Creek In - 
dians in the war of 1814, in such manner and upon such 
terms o8 may be just and equitable; the amount, when so | 
ascertained, to be paid out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated to the heirs and legal represent- 
atives of the said John Random: Provided, That the amount 
shall not exceed the sum of $5,925. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 
One hundred and thirteenth amendment: 


Add, after line seven hundred and thirteen, the following : 

Provided, That the Secretary of the Treasury be author- 
ized to fix the salaries of such officers and clerks so as not | 
to exceed those allowed by law to like officers and clerks 
in the Mint or its branches. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


One hundred and fourteenth amendment: ® 

Insert, after line one thousand and twenty-four, the fol- 
lowing: 

For office rent of the commercial agent at St. Martin, 
from the 12th of November, 1852, to the end of the present 
fiscal year, at the rate of $100 per annum, $263 33, the same 
being allowed because of unexpected losses sustained at 
said consulate, 


The amendment was agreed to. 


One hundred and fifteenth amendment: 


Page 33, after line seven hundred and ninety-four, insert 
aa follows: 


For salary of the circuit judge for California, $4,500. | 








The amendment was agreed to. 


One hundred and sixteenth amendment: 

To enable the Secretary of the Interior to purchase five | 
hundred burial sites in the Washington Cemetery for the 
interment of members ef Congress and such public officers 
as Congress may dir et, 35,000: Provided, The said sites | 
shall be as near as practicable to those heretofore purchased | 
by the United States, and that the money paid therefor shall | 


be applied to the erection of an iron fence on the north front 
of said cemetery. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and seventeenth amendment: 


Page 19, after line four hundred and fifty, insert: 

For the reimbursement of the Patent Office fund for 
moneys heretofore paid out, by appropriations of acts of | 
Congress for deeds, and the collection of agricultural sta- | 
tistics, $40,078 78, to be paid out of any moneys in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and eighteenth amendment: 
For filling up, and draining the grounds in the vicinity of 
the national green-houses, known as the “ Botanic Gar- | 


den,” and for walling the creek which passes through the | 
same, $12,000. 
| 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and nineteenth amendment: 

Page 3, after line oy aah insert : 

For payment to R. H. Weightman, of New Mexico, for 
mileage and compensation for attendance during the second 
session of the Thirty-First Congress, $2,465. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and twentieth amendment: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the sum of 
$25,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to pay 
the necessary expenses of six companies of volunteers 
called into the service of the United States by Brigadier 
General Smith in the State of Texas, to be paid under the 
direction of the Secretary of War. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


i 
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| priated for the payment of revolutionary pensions. 





One hundred and twenty-first amendment: 
Sec. —. nd be it further enacted, That when any judge 


before whom an appeal from the decision of the commis- | 


sioner is now, or shall hereafter be pending, shall for any 
cause be unable to hear and determine the same with rea- 
sonable promptness, the Commissioner of Patents may re- 
quire the appellants to select one of the omer judges to 
whom the case shall be transferred, and if, within 4 reason- 
able time, to be fixed by the commissioner, such selection 
is not made, the appeal shall be dismissed. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and twenty-second amendment: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the seventh sec- 
tion of the act of 15th January, 1837, entitled “An act 
supplementary to an act establishing the Mintand regulating 
the coins of the United States,’’ be so amended as to extend 
the allowance for the annual salary of the clerks in the 
branch Mint of the United States at New Orleans to $1,800 


BE. 


each, from and afier the Ist day of July, 1854, at the discre- | 


tion of the officers authorized by law to appoint, with the 


approbation of the President of the United States. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and twenty-third amendment: 


That the President be authorized to appoint, during the 
recess of Congress, to be nominated to the S+ nate for con- 
firmation at the next session, the register and receiver of 
the land office for the Umpqua land district, in the Terri- 
tory of Oregon, established by the actof February 17, 1855, 
to take effect on we 17th day of May, 1855. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and twenty-fourth amendment: 


That the accounting officers of the Treasury are hereby 
authorized to allow to the Secretary of Whe ‘Territory of 
Nebraska the difference between the salary of the Governor 
of said Territory and his salary as Secretary, during the 
period he acted as Governor, after the decease of, and until 
the arrival in the Territory ot the successor of, the late Gov- 


| ernor Burt, which amount, after being ascertained, is pay- 


able out of the appropriation “ for salaries of Governor, 
three judges, and secretary’ of said ‘I’crritory, as made by 
Congress for the fiscal year ending June 39, 1855. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and twenty-fifth amendment: 

Sec. —. 4nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Interior be authorized, in his discretion, the employment 
of temporary clerks by superintendents of Indian affairs, 
upon such occasions and for such periods of time as he may 
deem necessary to the public service ; for which purpose 
there is hereby appropriated the sum of $5,000. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and twenty-sixth amendment: 
Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the act of Au- 


| gust 4, 1854, making appropriations for the civil and diplo- 
| matic expenses of the year ending 30th June, 1855, is hereby 


amended in section six, 80 as to allow the laborers then 
performing messenger duty, in whole or in part, the same 


| compensation they were entitled to beiore the passage of 
, said act. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and twenty-seventh amendment: 
Sec. —. And be ut further enacted, That the tenth sec- 
tion of the act making appropriations for the current aud 
contingent expenses of the Indian department and for 


| fulfilling treaty supulations with various Indian tribes, 


approved July 31, 1854, be carried into effect by paying the 
valuations ascertained and reported by Messrs. Upton and 
Summey, and other official assessors, as ordered by the 
commissioners under the Cherokee treaty of 1835 and i836, 
with interest on said valuations, respectively, from the date 
ol said Commissioners’ Orders for assessment; and that the 
Secretary of the Interior be further directed to fill the blanks 
in such awards as are on his files with such amounts, 
respeciively, as may be established by proof of value 


| Salusfactory to him, and pay the same. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and twenty-eighth amendment: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Interior be, and he is bereby, authorized and required 
to allow aad pay to agents for paying pensions a commission 
of three per cenium on the amount of moneys by such agents 
annually disbursed, and shall be paid out of the fund appro- 
Said 
commission shall be in full for all services and contingent 
expenses of said agency, except for books, printing, and 
stationery : Provided, Tuat the amount of compensation 
slowed to any one agent shall not exceed the sum of 

1,500. 

* Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the provisions 
of the above sec.ion of this act be, and they are hereby, 
extended to those persons, their heirs or legal represeut- 
atives, who served as pension agents prior to thé 20th of 
February, 1847, and subsequent to the 20th of April, 1836, 
when no compensation was provided by law for such 
services: Provided, Such agents were not bankers, corpora- 
tions, or the agents or officers thereof. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and twenty-ninth amendment: 


For compensation of those who have been employed to 
perform the duties of principal examiners and assistant 
examiners af patents in the Patent Office, at salaries paid 
by law for those grades respectively, for the time they shall 
perform, or shall have performed, these duties, $14,850, or 
so much thereof as may be necessary to be paid out of the 
Patent Office fund. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 
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One hundred and thirtieth amendment: 


For taking up and relaying, and renewing so much as 
was washed away, of the sewer along Filteenth street 
west, contiguous to the public grounds south of the Presi- 
dent’s House, $3,000. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and thirty-first amendment: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the first acsist- 
ant examiners in the Patent Office shall be rated as of the 
fourth class of clerks, and the second assistant examiners, 
machinist, and librarian, as of the third class. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and thirty-second amendment: 

Insert in the following paragraph, after the word “ ave- 
nue,’’ the words “East Capitol street to Second street:” 

“For lighting the President’s House, and Capitol, the pub- 
lic grounds around them, and around the Executive offices, 
and Pennsylvania avenue, $25,000.” 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and thirty-third amendment: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be authorized and 
required to settle and adjust the accounts of John Adair 
collector of customs at Astoria, Oregon, upon fair an 
equitable principles, taking into consideration the particu- 
lar circumstances of the case. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and thirty-fourth amendment: 

Provided, however, That in all cases where lands have 
been or shall hereatter be sold under the act of 4th August, 
1854, to graduate and reduce the price of the public lands 
to actual settlers and cultivaturs, at a higher rate than 
authorized by that act, the Secretary of the Interior shall 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to direct the receivers of 
public money for the proper land district to refund the ex- 
cess out of any money in his hands derived from the sales 
of public lands ; and the periods and principle of uation 
fixed by the instructions of the General Land Office of 30th 
October, 1854, shall be, and they are hereby, confirmed. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and thirty-fifth amendment: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That there shali be 
paid to the surveyor general of Washington Territory, and 
the officers employed under him, the same amount of com- 
pensation as is allowed to the surveyor general of New 
Mexico and the officers employed under him. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and thirty-sixth amendment: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That, in accordance 
with the raemorial of the Menomonee Indians to the Presi- 
dent and Congress, dated the 4th of Oetober, 1854, and 
executed in geveral conncil of the nation, the Secretary of 
the Treasury pay to Richard W. Thompson, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, one haif 
of the amount stipulated in said memorial, and in an agree- 
ment of said Indians with said Thompson, dated the 15th of 
February, 1851, for his services as attorney for said Indians 
in the prosecution of a claim in their behalf for additional 
compensation for lands ceded by them to the United States 
by the treaty of 1848; and that the sum so paid be deducted 
from the annuities, when due and payable, that are to be 
paid to the said Indians under the treaty of the 12th of May, 
1854, and the amendments thereto. 

Mr. ORR. [ move to amend by adding as 
follows: 

Provided, That the same shall be paid with the consent 
of the Menomonee Indians. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. Such consent is now in 
writing and on file. 

Mr. ORR. 1 prefer to have it in the act. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was adopted. 

The Senate amendment, as amended, was then 
concurred in. 


One hundred and thirty-seventh amendment: 


After the paragraph, ‘‘ for compensation of the warden, 
clerk, physician, chaplain, assistant keepers, guards, and 
porter, of the penitentiary of the District of Columbia, 
$11,229 31,” insert the following : 

And the annual compensation of the chaplain of the pen- 
itentiary shall be $500, to commence from the present fiscal 
year. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and thirty-eighth amendment: 


That the fees and compensation allowed to the marshals 
of the United States in the respective districts shal! here- 
after be the same which may be allowed to the sheriffs under 
the State laws for similar services: Provided, This ehall 
not be construed to diminish the present fees allowed. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and thirty-ninth amendment: 


+ For rebuilding and repairs of the building for the branch 
Mint at New Orleans, $55,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Here is a'letter which will 
show the necessity for the appropriation, if the 
committee will hear it read. 

Cries of ** No!” * No!” * All right.’’} 
he amendment was concurred in. 

One hundred and fortieth amendment: 

For the erection of a building for a court-house, post 
eee one other public purposes, at Indianapolis, Indiana, 


y 
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Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I demand tellers upon } 


concurring in that amendment. || 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Davis, of 
Indiana, and Wasnevrne, of Illinois, were 
appointed. 
The question was then taken; and the tellers | 
reported—ayes seventy-one; a further count not | 
having been demanded. 
So the amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and forty-first amendment: 

For completing, inclosing, and furnishing the marine 
hospital at Evansville, Indiana, $10,000. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and forty-second amendment: 

Src. —. And be it further enacted, That to enable the || 
President of the United States to contract with Hiram 
Powers for some work of art, executed, or to be executed | 
by him, and suitable for the ornament of the Capitol, a sum || 
not exceeding $25,000. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I hope the House will not | 
concur in that amendment. There is something | 
in it more than appears upon its face. It is to | 
make a contract for somebody else. Powers will | 
not take a contract. 

A Menoer. Yes, he will. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and forty-third amendment: 


For the increased pay of Indian agents, and pay of addi- 
tional agents authorized by the act passed the 1st of March, || 
1855, $5,375. 

Mr. ORR. Ihave an amendment which I desire || 
to offer at this point. I do not know that it is |, 
— in order to that of the Senate, but it is re- || 

uired by treaties with the Indians ratified by the 

nate to-day. I hope no question of order will 
be raised on it. 1 move to add, at the end of the 
amendment of the Senate, the following: 

For fulfilling treaty with the Chippewa Indians, nego- || 
tiated February 22d, 1855, $197,286 66. | 
For fulfilling treaties with the Winnebagoes, per articles 
of 27th February, 1855, $73,700, 

For fulfilling the articles with the Umpquas, Calapoorias || 
of the Umpqua Valley, Oregon, of the 29th November, || 
1854, $23,980. 

For tulfilling the articles negotiated November 18, 1854, 
with certain bands of Shasta, Scoton, and Umpqua In- 
dians, $35,780. 

For fulfilling treaties with the Rogue River Indians, per 
articles of 15th November, 1854, 2,150. 

For fulfilling the articles negotiated December 26, 1854, 
with certain bands of Indians of Puget’s Sound, Washing- || 
ton Territory, $16,500. | 

For fulfilling the articles negotiated January 10, 1855, || 
with certain confederated bands of Calapooria, Molala, and 
Chackamas Indians of Oregon, $62,260. 


| 

The amendment was adopted. 
The question then recurred upon concurring in 
the Senate amendment, as amended; and being || 
taken, it was carried in the affirmative. 
So the amendment was concurred in. 
One hundred and forty-fourth amendment: 1] 


For the increase of pay to Indian sub-.agents, authurized || 
by the act passed March 1, 1855, $1,334. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
One hundred and forty-fifth amendment: 


For pay of three Indian agents in California, per act \\ 
of 28th September, 1850, and act passed March 1, 1855, || 
@}2,000. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and forty-sixth amendment: 











| 


| 





For expense of reconnoissance of the boundary line be- || 


tween the Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians, $1,000. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and forty-seventh amendment: 

For fulfilling treaty with the Wyandot Indians of 31st 
January, 1855: Provided, Thatthe appropriations made for 
said Indians by the Indian appropriation bill passed at this 
session of Congress are hereby repealed, $128,566 67. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and forty-eighth amendment: 


For arrearages due the Choctaw Indians under various 
treaty stipulations, as per report and statement of the proper 
accounting officers of the Treasury, transmitted by the 
Secretary of the Interior ia answer to a resolution of the 
Senate of 10th March, 1854, to be paid over, or expended 
for the benefit of the Choctaw Nation as may be requeste 
by the authorized delegation thereof now in Washington, 
$92,258 50. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and forty-ninth and last amend- 
ment: 

Strike out sections four, five, six, seven, and eight, 
(being the provisions in relation to the tariff.) 

Mr. ORR. I ask that the question on that 
amendment may be taken by tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Smirn, of 
Virginia, and Waex.enr were appointed. 


* 





| No debate is in order. 
Mr. SMITH. lam perfectly in order. I am |) 


| of the proposition referred to by the gentleman 
| from Virginia if objection be made. 


| is here at all. 


| been read and acted upon. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair proposes, if || 


| it acted on. 


| ment has been read. 


| question. I addressed the Chair and was recog- 
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The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 95, noes 55. 
So the amendment of the Senate was concurred | 


in. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Wehavenow got 
through with all the amendments of the Senate. | 


I move that the committee rise and report its | 


action to the House. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I will state to the || 
| committee, if I can be heard for a moment—— 


Mr. WALSH. I call the gentleman to order. 


not submitting any argument. A provision has 


been omitted. The committee will remember that || 


we adopted an amendment in reference to Mr. | 


Schenck. It was supposed that the provision for || 


the benefit of Mr. Pendleton was in connection | 
with that. Butin some way it gotconnected with | 
Mr. Marsh’s claim, which was rejected. I call | 
attention to the fact in order that we may act upon | 
it now. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is too late togo | 
| back now. 
Mr. SMITH. The point I raise is, that that || 


amendment has not been acted on at all. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that || 


the committee cannot go back now. 
Mr. SMITH. Lappeal from the decision of | 
the Chair. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
the committee cannot go back to the consideration 


Loud cries of ** Object !’’} 
r. SMITH. Allow me to state my point. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question of order is 
not debatable. 
Mr. SMITH. I have aright to state my point. 


I say that the proposition in reference to an allow- || 


ance to Mr. Pendleton has been overlooked, and | 


has never been acted upon, and [ now claim that || 


| it shall be acted on. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. I presume that the clerks 


| have read all the amendments that have been sent || 


| to us by the Senate, and if the Senate have omitted 
| to send in the amendment referred to by the gen- 


| tleman, we have no jurisdiction over it and can- || 


not touch it. 
Mr. SMITH. But it is here. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I do not understand that it 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Itis here, and has 


there be an amendment reported to the bill which 
has not been acted upon, to take it up and have 


Mr. RITCHIE, of Pennsylvania. The amend- 


Mr. SMITH. I shall make no further difficulty 
about it. I have sufficiently vindicated the char- 
acter of the proceedings to go before the commit- 
tee of conference. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I rise to a privileged 


nized before the amendments were finally disposed 
of. I now submit the following proposition, and 
if the Chair rules it out of order I will take an 
appeal: 





————S 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex. 
| penses of Government for the year ending the 330th 
of June, 1856, and for other purposes, and had 


| directed him to report back the same, with a rec. 


ommendation that the House disagree to some of 
the amendments, that it agree to others, and that 
it agree to others with amendments. 

Mr. HOUSTON. | ask for the previous ques. 
tion on these amendments. 
| Mr. CHANDLER. Will the gentleman from 
| Alabama yield me the floor to offer a resolution ? 
Mr. HOUSTON. Certainly. 


VOTE OF THANKS TO THE SPEAKER, 
| Mr. CHANDLER. I offer the following res. 
olution: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this House are eminently 
due, and are hereby presented, to the Hon Linn Boyp, for 
the able, impartial, and dignified manner in which he hag 
| discharged” the duties of Speaker during the present Con- 

gress. 

| Mr. Speaker, [Mr. Haven in the chair,] in pre- 
| paring the resolution which I have now the honor 
to offer, | confined myself to the most simple form 
of expression that precedent would warrant, be. 
cause I felt that if the formality of a resolution 
of thanks was all that was to be offered, the less 
elaborate the more safe would be the effort; and 
if the spirit of grateful recognition of important 
duties ably performed was to be manifested, that 
spirit would redeem the simplest expression from 
the character of mere formality. 

It has been my”good fortune to sit for six ses- 
| sions of Congress with Mr. Boyp, and though on 
| many points of national policy we hold opposing 
| opinions, yet the courtesy of his bearing has been 
so attractive, and the strength of his conviction so 
evident, that he commanded the respect of those 
_ with whom he most earnestly contended. 

But itis of the merits of Mr. Boyp as Speaker of 
his House, that we are now by this resolution to 
offer an opinion. The Speakership of this body 
is an office of much mental and physical labor, and 
| often the duties are painful and embarrassing. 
That ‘labor, sir, has been constantly, ably, and 
faithfflly, performed by Mr. Boyp, in health and 
| even in sickness. A legislative body formed as 
| this, and representing those active principles which 
/ mark our institutions, and make them, indeed, is 
not likely to sink into inertness, or to need sugges- 
tions for animation. The warmth of debate and 
the earnestness for results which sometimes tres- 
pass on the limits of order, seem to bea part of the 
necessary inconvenience of the youth and vigor of 
our nation. They call for some forbearance; they 
render necessary, on the part of the presiding offi- 
cer, much effort to limit, direct, or restrain them. 

These, sir, are the scenes most trying to the 
powers, mental and physical, of a Speaker, and 
in the discharge of this branch of his duties Mr. 
Boyp has acquitted himself with the forbearance 
which circumstances warrant, and with the de- 
cision required by the character and self-respect 
of the House. Admonishing all, without wound- 
ing the feelings of those whose warmth of tem- 
| perate or special zeal tnay have lead them, for a 
| moment, to forget the proprieties of the place. 

But, sir, there are times when the duties of the 
Chair call for more than even mental and physical 
| sacrifice—more than the mere preservation of pro- 
| prieties and the direction of the order of debate; 


| 





| 
| 
| 





Provided, That none of the money hereby appropriated 
shall be derived from any duty on foreign coal, the same 
being hereby repealed so as to be admitted duty free. 


| 

| 

| The‘CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds that no 
| amendment is in order, the committee having fin- 
| ished the Senate amendments. 

| Mr. WALBRIDGE. I take an appeal from 
| the decision of the Chair; and I want to makea 
statement 
| 





Cries of ‘* Order !”’ ** No statement !’’] 

The question being ‘‘ Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee?”’ 
it was taken; and the decision of the Chair was 
sustained. 

The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Jones, of Tennessee, and being put, it was agreed 
to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. 
Haven having taken the chair as Speaker pro 
| tempore, the Chairman of the committee reported | 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union had had under consideration the state 
| of the Union generally, and particularly the Sen- 
| ate amendments to House bill (No. 569) making 


times when public sentiment is aroused abroad 
| toward an important measure before the popular 
branch of Congress, and past legislation is to be 
| disturbed, and future interests to be effected. 
Such an occasion presented itself at the first ses- 
sion of the present Congress; and it is not too 
muuch to say that, at that hour of extraordinary 
sensitiveness, the whole peace and usefulness of 
this body depended on the possession and exer- 
cise of high moral qualities in the presiding officer— 
honesty of purpose and lofty independence of 
aim, and with a full knowledge of the rules of the 
body, and an entire impartiality in administering 
them. At such a time, when advantages seemed to 
depend less upon the letter of the law than upon a 
favorable construction of its provisions, every eye 
was turned towards the Chair with jealous scru- 
tiny. And it was a beautiful and a hopeful sign to 
see, above the storm of feeling and violent agita- 
tion, the presiding mind of the Speaker settling 
each question of order, upon which some party ad- 
vantage rested, so calmly and so justly that satis- 
faction at once followed decision. 
Mr. Speaker, there are men on the floor conver- 
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sant with parliamentary laws and customs; they 
felt and admitted the purity and justice of those 
decisions. ; 

That, sir, was an evidence of high ability, that 
a proof of entire impartiality—and those make the 
dignity of the office of Speaker. 

In offering these reasons for thanks to the 
Speaker | comply with the wishes of many friends 
on both sides of the House, and I utter, I doubt 
not, the general sentiment of this body; and I feel 
that all will cordially join in the vote. 

| know, Mr. Speaker, that I am occupying the || 
valuable minutes of the close of the session. They || 
are the most valuable, and, therefore, sir, I use || 
them—that the offering which Lam now making, || 
in behalf of the House, to its able and faithful || 
head, may be considerable from the value of the 
time in which it is received, as well as from the || 
sincerity with which it is presented. 

Mr. HUNT. Me. Speaker, I will not make || 
harsh comment on the studied eulogium ofa friend; || 
but my self-respect, my love of truth, and my | 
sense of public duty, oblige me to declare that I | 
cannot approve a resolution affirming that the | 

residing officer of this House, Mr. Linn Boyp, | 
es conducted himself with impartiality and dig- | 
nity throughout his official career. I will, there- | 
fore, be compelled painfully to vote against the 
resolution. 

Mr. WALLEY. I regret extremely, that I 
was called out just before this resolution was pre- 
sented to the House, and I cannot now permit the 
question to be taken without adding one word in | 
support of the sentiments which have been already 
expressed oY my frignd from Pennsylvania, who |, 
offered it. I know something by experience what || 
are the trials of a presiding officer, not of this body || 
but of one somewhat like it. [I know what it is to || 
be embarrassed, perplexed, and overwhelmed in || 
such a position, when a man has within him a | 
conscience void of offense, and when he is determ- || 
ined to do right. IL know that however much 
he may be determined to do right, it is not always || 
in his power. Hold the scales as evenly as he may, 
poise them as justly as he may, to convince friends 
and foes that he is right he must satisfy him- 
self, and then he may leave the judgment of the || 
world to be as it may. During the short period || 
that I have had the honor of a seat upon this floor, 
I have carefully observed, not only the delibera- 
tions of this House, but the acts and doings of its || 
presiding officer, and | am happy to say, and I do |, 
it heartily and cheerfully, that | have not seen any- 
thing which has led me to believe that the presid- 
ing officer has ever been actuated by anything || 
but a desire to do what was right, and to do that || 
which would satisfy every honest man of the hon- |, 
esty of his purpose and the sincerity of his inten- | 
tions. I do not say, that he may not have made | 
mistakes. It is the part of man to err, but I do || 
say, that [ believe it has been his intention, and I ] 
think that he has been very fortunate in every case || 
in carrying out his intention, to conduct the busi- | 
ness of this House fairly and impartially, and in || 
such a manner as to secure for himself the respect || 
and confidence of all. I should be happy were I 
in his place, whatever might be the judgment of 
this House and of my peers, to carry away from 
any scene like this, so upright a conscience as | | 
believe Mr. Boyp can bear with him when he | 
leaves that chair. 

Mr. CASKIE. Mr. Speaker, I wish to say a | 





| 











word, and only a word. That much I feel must | 
say. At the close of the last Congress, | voted | 
against a resolution of thanks to our Speaker, and 
publicly indicated my opposition in a few remarks. |) 
I mean now, with equal publicity, to mark my || 
altered estimate of him. I never doubted his in- || 
tegrity; and I have come to believe that the objec- || 
tions to him as a presiding officer which prompted | 
ihe vote to which I have alluded, were traceable 
rather to my own inexperience and want of famil- 
larity with the difficulties and necessities of his || 
position, than to anything in him. Under these | 
circumstances, it is with very especial cordiality | 
and pleasure, that [ unite in the tribute which, as | 
Speaker of the present Congress, he, in my judg- | 
ment, so eminently merits, and which is so appro- || 
priately rendered in the resolution of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. KERR. I merely desire to say that 1), 
came to this Congress with stronger prejudice | 
against the Speaker of this House than I ever per- || 
mitted myself to entertain against any man in my 





| against Linn Boyp, of Kentucky, 
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ng partisan, 
~— that there was no public man || 
had stronger antipathies than 


life. I had long known him as a stro 
and I confess to 
against whom 
I took no part 

in his election when he was elected Speaker of this | 
House, save that I voted against him. I have 
been a calm observer of his conduct throughout 
the last and the present session, amid the most 


| trying scenes, and I never expected to see him 


exhibit the firmness and impartiality which he 
has shown upon all occasions, and which would || 
do honor to any man, and all the prejudice which || 
[ entertained against him when t came here || 

ielded to a sentiment of profound respect for what || 
I believed to be the purity of motive by which he | 
was always guided, and the uprightness which || 
characterized every decision which he has made 
while in that chair. I have never seen a public || 
officer in whose motives or conduct I had more || 
reason to confide, and I rejoice to have it in my | 
power, thus publicly speaking as | do from the | 
fullness of my heart, to bear my humble testimony || 
to the purity of his motives and his firmness of || 
character in the discharge of his duties ag a pub- 
lie officer. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I desire to make but a | 
single remark. When this Congress convened, 
and it became necessary to designate, by the re- 
spective parties, candidates to be supported for | 
the position of Speaker of this House, it was not | 
within my power to be present. I gave expression | 
to my feelings, however, by a dispatch from the 
city of New York, designating the distinguished | 
gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Orr,] per- 
sonally unknown to me then, as my choice for || 
Speaker. Mr. Boyp was elected, however, and I |) 
have seen nothing since I have been a member | 
here to detract from his justly-earned reputation; || 
and I can bear the most ample testimony to the | 
impartiality, firmness, and correctness which have \ 
marked his decisions in the diseharge of his duties. 

The question was then taken on the resolution; 
and it was adopted. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled | 
Bills, here reported as correctly enrolled bills of | 
the following titles; which thereupon received the | 
signature of the Speaker: 

An act organizing the institution for the insane 
of the Army and Navy, and of the District of | 
Columbia, in the said District; 

An act making appropriations for the support | 
of the Army for the year ending the 30:h June, | 
1856; 

An act to continue the pension of Frances FE. | 
Baden; ' 

An act to provide for the erection of public | 
buildings in the Territory of Kansas; 

An act for the relief of Stephen Lutz, of New 
York; 

An act for the relief of Thomas E. Ramsey and 
Ananias Richardson, and James McLaughlin; 

An act to provide for the erection of public 
buildings in the Territory of Nebraska; 

Joint resolution for the relief of George W. 
McCerren; and 

An act continuing the pension of Joseph Mc- 
Cormick. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate, by || 





|| Aspory Dickins, Esq., their Secretary, informing | 


the House that the Senate had passed a resolution | 
and bills of the following titles, severally without | 
amendment: 

An act for the construction of certain military 
roads in the Territory of Kansas; 

Joint resolution making an appropriation for the 
purchase of territorial libraries; and 

Also, sundry private bills. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL—AGAIN. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Haven.) | 
The previous question has been demanded by the | 
gentleman from Alabama [*14r. Houston} upon | 
the Senate amendment to the civil and diplomatic 
bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be now put. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I want to make to the 
House this genera! proposition im regard to the | 

matter now before it, that the House cencur in the 
report made from the Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union. I 


| 
| 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to that 
course; and I would propose this, that we take a 
vote first upon concurring in the report of the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
as to all those amendments of the Senate to which 
the Committee of the Whole recommend a dis- 
agreement, and then that we take a vote upon the 
amendments adopted by the committee to the Sen- 
ate’s amendments, and then upon the amendments 
in which we propose to concur. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Is it competent for the 
House to decide, by a majority vote, whether they 
will agree to the proposition made by the gentle- 
man from Kentucky? 

Mr. JONES. It is not, nor to my proposition 
either. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. It is very desirable 
that a committee of conference should be appointed 
on the bill as soon as possible; and | will make 
another suggestion, and it is that the House, by 
unanimous consent, concur in the action of the 
Committee of the Whole upon the amendments of 
the Senate, in regard to which we disagreed with 
the Senate, and then a committee of conference 
can be appointed, and take those amendments 
under consideration, while the House, at the same 
time, can go on and act upon the other amend- 


| ments at their leisure. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. 1! 
desire to have a separate vote taken upon the 
amendment which increases the salaries of the as- 
sistant treasurer at St. Louis and Boston, and I 
hope the House will allow it. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Il!inois. 
separate vote upon the tariff. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The tariff amend- 
ment is not embraced in my proposition, because 
the Committee of the Whole recommend an agree- 
ment with the action of the Senate thereon. My 
motion was that the House concur in theaction of 
the Committee of the Whole as to those amend- 
ments to which we have disagreed. 

The SPEAKER. Will the House allow the 
Chair to make a suggestion? There seems to be 
a general call, from various parts of the House, 
that there should be a separate vote upon one or 
two amendments, one of which is the tariff amend- 
ment. That being so, perhaps it is the sense of 
the House that that amendment should be sepa- 
rated from the others, and then to adopt the prop- 
osition of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I suggest that the water- 
works amendment should also be separated. 

Mr. VANSANT. I want aseparate vote upon 
the balance of the amendments. I object to the 
proposition of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. DAWSON. And I give notice that if a 
special and separate vote is required on the tariff 


1 want a 


j; amendment, there are other gentlemen in this 


House who will insist upon a separate vote upon 
each and every amendment. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I think gentlemen 
are proceeding under a misapprehension of my 
proposition. 1 understand the Committee of the 
W hole agreed with the Senate in their action upon 
the tariff amendment, and that was to strike it out. 
My motion does not embrace the tariff; and hence, 
if you adopt my proposition, you will have a sep- 
arate vote in the House upon that amendment. 
The motion s.mply embraces all those amend- 
ments as to which the committee disagreed with 
the Senate, and you ought to have a committee of 
conference now acting upon them. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit to the 
gentleman from Kentucky that we cannot appoint 
a committee of conference, or ask it of the Senate, 
until we shall have disposed of all these amend- 
ments. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I want to make one in- 
quiry of the gentleman from Kentucky. How is 
the committee of conference to know, if it is ap- 


| pointed and goes out, whether we concur or non- 


concur in the balance ? 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I will answer the 
gentleman. Everybody must know that it wall 
take the committee of conference two or three 
hours to act upon the amendments to which we 
have disagreed, and in the mean time the House 
will have acted upon the others, and the action 
will be reported to them. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. But the character of the 
committee of conference proposed to be appeinted, 
might depend very much upon the character of the 
matter which is to go before them, and that can- 
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not be determined until the House has acted upon 
ali the amendments. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to say one word to 
the gentleman from Ohio. If we agree to the 
proposition, made by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, it will expedite the public business very 
aaa. There are many amendments, probably 
. sixty or seventy, to which the committee have 
disagreed. 

TheSPEAKER protempore. The Chair would 
say to the House that if some of the proposi- 


tions which have been suggested are not adopted |, 
within a reasonable time, he will decide all debate || 


and suggestions out of order, ard have the amend- | 
ments taken up and acted on serivtim. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. Let | 
me make a single suggestion. Why cannot gen- 
tlemen who desire separate votes on amendments | 
name them, and then let us vote on the rest in a 
body? There are but one or two upon which gen- 
tlemen desire a separate vote. 

Cries of ‘* That is right!’’) : 
r. WALSH. No, I object. Goon with the | 

amendments. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I move that the rules be sus- | 
pended for the purpose of allowing us to dispose | 
of these amendments by one vote. 

Mr. WALSH. That cannot be done for the 
reason that the call for the previous question has 
been seconded, and the main question has been 
= to be now put. All this debate is out of 
order. 


sire to say again to those gentlemen who are anx- 
ious to have a separate vote cn the tariff amend- | 
ment, the water-works 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. And other things; 
that we agree to all the rest. My motion does | 
not embrace the tariff, or the water-works. 

Mr. WALSH. | insist on the Clerk proceed- | 
ing to read the amendments. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made to all 
propositions suggested,and the Clerk will proceed 
to read the amendments. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. 
purpose of facilitating the business, that the form | 
of putting the question to the House be dispensed 
with, unless it be demanded by gentlemen. 

Mr. WALSH. Provided that the action of the 





And other things. | 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union | 


be stated. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Very well, sir. 

The SPEAKER. 
Chair will pursue the course suggested. 

{Cries of ** I object!’’ 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 
Clerk classify the amendments, reading those first 
which have been disagreed to. 

Mr. WALSH. I object, and insist on the 
Chair proceeding in the usual manner. More 
time is lost in these suggestions than need be. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now read 
the amendments, and action will be taken on them 
seriatin. 


The action of the Committee of the Whole on || 


the state ofthe Union was only questioned on the 


amendments which will follow. ‘The report of the | 


committee in reference to the others was adopted. 

The third Senate amendment was to strike out 
from the following paragraph ‘*$48,342,’’ and in 
lieu thereof to insert ‘*$52,692:”’ 

** For compensation of the Secretary of State, and assist- 
and Secretary of State, clerks, messenger, assistant mes- 
senger, and laborers in his office, $48,342.” 

The Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union amended by substituting ‘ $50,892” for 
** $52,692 ”? 

Mr. HOUSTON. The committee have over- 
ruled that amendment in another part of the bill, 
and I think that it had better be rejected. 


THR. CONGRESSIONAL 


| acting under the 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I de- | 


|| order. 
I would suggest, for the | 


The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 56, noes 72. 

So the report of the committee was non-con- 
curred in; and the Senate amendment concurred in. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I again 
ask the unanimous consent of the House toallow 
us to vote en masse upon all those amendments of 


the Senate to which we have disagreed. \| 


Mr. CRAIGE. [ object to that. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. That would not in- | 
clude the turiff question. 

Mr. CRAIGE. | insist on my objection. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Then, objection being 
made, | move to suspend the rules for the purpose | 
1 have indicated. 

Mr. WALSH. You cannot dothat. Weare 
revious question. 
Mr. DUNHAM. The main question having 
been ordered the motion of the gentleman is not 

in order. 


be suspended along with the rest. 
Mr. SEYMOUR. 


by which the main question was ordered to be put. 

A majority can do that. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 

is in order, because, if the rules are suspended, 


the rule which would prevent my motion from || 


being made after the main question has been or- 
dered will, of course, be suspended. 
Mr. DUNHAM. But the gentleman is out of 
order in making the motion to suspend the rules. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is 
inclined to the opinion that the gentleman from 
Kentucky cannot properly make the motion he 


order. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Then I move to re- | 
| Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, 
|| er, move that the House vote en masse on these 


consider the vote by which the main question was 
ordered. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I rise to a question of 
That is, that the main question having 
been ordered to be put, and the House being en- 


gaged in the execution of that order, the gentleman 


GLOBE. 


| in the way he suggests. 
| which flow from it, and whether a committee 
| of conference should be appointed, itis not proper 
|for the Chair and for the House at present to 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Why, that rule will || 


The gentleman can accom- || 
| plish bis purpose by moving to reconsider the vote 


suggests, inasmuch as, the previous question being || 
operative, no motion, with the exception of voting | 
on the proposition before the House, can be in || 


March 


Ae 


But it will be done by the Speaker in this House 
and by the Presiding Officer in the Senaté. Now. 
for the purpose of facilitating business, | move, es, 
practical proposition, tosuspend the rules in order 
that we may vote en masse on those amendments to 
which we have disagreed; and when the commit. 
tee of conference, informally appointed, is consid. 
ering them, we can discuss and vote in the House 


|| on the tariff question and other propositions which 
| we have agreed to. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair desires 


| to say to the gentleman from Kentucky, and to 


the House, that it is, in the opinion of the Chair, 
competent for him to make a motion to suspend 
As to the consequences 


determine. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Precisely. 

Mr. DAWSON. Is the motion of the gentle. 
man from Kentucky open to amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thinks 
not. . ' 
Mr. DAWSON. The previous question has 


|| not been called. 
I think my motion || 


Mr. WALSH. But it is a motion to suspend 
the rules. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. A motion to sus- 


|| pend the rules is not amendable. 


| Mr. DAWSON. Well, then, I hope the prop- 


'| osition of the gentleman from Kentucky will be 


| voted down, for it is a most novel and extraordi- 
| nary one. 


| The question being on Mr. Brecxineivce’s 


| motion— 
Mr. DAWSON. I call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
‘The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 
So the rules were suspended. 
1 now, Mr. Speak- 


| 


amendments as to which we have not concurred 
| with the Senate; and on that motion I ask the 


|| previous question. 


| Mr. OLDS. If the previous question be sec- 


ont lS lilt Aaa 


If there be no objection the | 


I suggest that the || 


cannot now take the floorforthe purposeof moving || onded, it cuts off the motion the gentleman has 
| to reconsider. || made. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chairthinks || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The second for 
he must overrule the point of order raised by the | the previous question is pending; and the House 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Campsext,] from the | having determined, by the vote taken, to vote on 
fact that a motion to reconsider is a privileged | all of those amendments in which the committee 
question, and can be madeat any time. The ques- || recommend non-concurrence, they can be sent to 
tion, therefore, is on reconsidering the vote by || a committee of conference, and then we can go on 
which the main question was ordered. | with the others. 

The question was taken; and the vote was re- || Mr.CLINGMAN. I make this point of order 
|| considered. | to the Chair, that, as the rules are suspended, it is 
|| Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I ask the Chair if it | in order to move to amend that; and I desire so to 
|| is not now in order for me to move to suspend the || amend it as to have a vote taken on concurring in 
|| rules, in order to enable the House to vote en || the action of the Committee of the Whole on the 
| masse on those amendments of the Senate to which || state of the Union generally. I hold that I have 
| the committee disagreed. | a right to amend the gentleman’s motion by this 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thinks || proposition. 
|| that a motion to suspend the rules is in order. Mr. SEWARD. I desire to divide the ques- 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Then I make that | tion, so as to take a separate vote upon the amend- 
'| motion. . |, ment which increases the salaries of the Judges of 
| Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I wish tomake | the Supreme Court. 
| & suggestion to the gentleman from Kentucky, || The SPEAKER pro tempore.. The Chair is of 
| which I think will facilitate this matter. I think || the opinion that the motion of the gentleman from 
_ that the gentleman had better propose to suspend || Georgia is not in order, inasmuch as the demand 





| the rules in order to take a vote upon concurring || for the previous question is pending. 
| with the Committee of the Whole on the state of || Mr. EWARD. It has been demanded, but 
| the Union in its entire action, because the House || not seconded. My motion is, therefore, in order. 
| cannot properly separate these amendments in || The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair over- 


| which the committee disagreed from the Senate, | 
| and send them to a committee of conference, leav- | 
| ing the other amendments to be acted on in the | 
House. 
| Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. If I can get the ear | 
| of the House for a moment I will try and make | 


rules the point of order made by the gentleman 
from Georgia. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
| main question ordered to be put. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is 
upon the proposition of the gentleman from Ken- 








| 
j 


The amendment was rejected. The Senate || my proposition intelligible. I want to separate | 
amendment was concurred in. | the propositions on which the committee has agreed 

The eleventh amendment was reported, as fol- | from those on which it has disagreed, in order 
lows: | that the committee of conference may be actin 

Page 51, line eight, after the word “ dollars, ”’ insert the || on those to which the committee has disagreed, | 








following words : 


tucky [Mr. Breckinripce] to concur with the 





Committee of the Whole in its disagreement to 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The question is, 
will this House adopt the report of the Committee 
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And hereafter the annual salaries of the assistant treas- 
urers at Boston and St. Louis shall be $4,000 each. 

Mr. LETCHER. I demand tellers upon con- 
curring in the report of the Committee of the 
Whole in relation to that amendment. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs Lercuer and 
Pratt were appointed. 


| 
| the amendments of the Senate en masse. 


| which the committee agreed. || to all those amendments of the Senate to which 
|| Mr. CRAIGE, (interrupting.) Mr. Speake || the Committee of the Whole recommend that we 
|| Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I have the floor, and | should disagree? 
|| I beg not to be interrupted. I am aware that, for- | The question was taken; and it was decided in 
|| mally, it is not in order to appoint a committee of || the affirmative. 

| conference on a portion of the amendments and Mr. DAWSON. The motion which has just 


‘| leave the remainder in possession of this House. || been adopted, if persisted in without any addi- 


|| and that the House may be acting on those to || of the Wholeon the state of the Union disagreeing 
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tional action on the part of the House, will pre- 
sent the extraordinary spectacle in legislative pro- | 
ceedings ot one ; ortion of the civil and diplomatic 
Lil, waich contains appropriations of millions of 
dollars, being referred, by the action of the House, 
to a committee of conterence, while its remaining 
provisions, which had been concurred in by the 
Committee of the Whole, are still under consid- 
eration. The motion, sir, is as novel as it is | 
unprecedented. If it is intended by this motion | 
to send, finally, the tariff amendment with other 
portions of the bill, to another committee of con- | 
ference, and eventually to secure its passage, | 
must be allowed to say that the effort shall prove 
fruitless. This bill cannot pass without fair con- 
sideration, and only by conforming to the parlia- 
mentary forms of legislation. {f am no advocate 
of high duties, but, on the contrary, am satisfied 
that the receipts from the customs should be cur- | 
tailed. In reducing the scale, however, justice | 
should be done to all parts of the country. The 
interests of Pennsylvania should not be sacrified | 
to these of Massachusetts or of New England. | 
The first step to be taken in a curtailment of the 
revenue should be an enlargement of the free list, 
placing upon it such additional articles as do not 
come in competition with American manufactures. 
This being done, then prevent excessive revenues, 
if they exist, by a pro rata reduction of the duties | 
upon the residue. Sir, the whole question, in my 
judgment, is contained in the above proposition, 
and | am ready for it. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I move to reconsider 
the vote just taken, and to lay the mc tion to recon- 
sider upon the table, | 

Mr. DAWSON. I was about to submit another 
motion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The previous ques- 
tion covers all the amendments, aud no debate is 
in order. 

Mr. DAWSON. 1 intended to submit a prop- | 
osition which I think would relieve the difficulty | 
in which we are involved, and extricate us trom 
the confusion that now attends this matter. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair hopes 
thatthe suggestion of the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania will be heard. 

Mr. DAWSON. It isa simple motion to con- 
cur with the Committee of the Whole in reference 
to the remainder of the amendments; and upon 
that motion I ask for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is of || 
the opinion that the previous question, when called, | 
applied not only to the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, but to all the pending amend- 
ments before the House. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I then appeal from the | 
decision of the Chair. The point | made is this: 
that the motion of the gentleman from Kentucky, || 
upon which the previous question was sustained, 
applied only to a certain class of amendments, 
and those amendments having been voted upon, 
that it is now exhausted. He expressly made | 
his motion to apply to them, and the previous 
question could not go beyond them. 

Mr. HENN. I rise to a question of order, 
that this discussion is not in order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair sus- | 
tains the point of order made by the gentleman 
from lowa, and holds that no further discussion 
is inorder. The pending question is upon the 
appeal taken by the gentleman from North Caro- | 
lina, and the question now Is, ** Shall the dec:sion 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the commit- 
tee? 

Mr. CLINGMAN demanded tellers; which 
were ordered; and Messrs. Hucues and Kerr | 
were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 89, noes 33. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [| wish to make | 
one more appeal to the House, and it is that we 
take a separate vote upon the amendments relating | 
to the water-works; to increasing the salgries of | 
the Judges of the Supreme Court of the United || 
States; to the tariff, and on such others as gentle- | 
men may indicate; and thatas to all the others we 
take a vote pon them in the aggregate. 1} 

Mr. LETCHER. I desire a separate voteupon | 
the amendment making an appropriation to Mr. || 
Schenck. i} 


Mr. FULLER. I desire a separate vote upon | 





the amendment in reference to the Chelsea hospital. || _ 


| vania rose, as he has stated, and asked that a sepa- 


| time, the Chair will ask that unanimous consent 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. If there is no 
objection to the proposition of the gentleman from | 
Tennessee, that course will be pursued in refer- 
ence to the amendments which have been specified. | 
The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. WITTE. I desire a separate vote upon | 


| the amendment relating to the assay office in the | 


city of New York. 

Mr. CUTTING. I object to that. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to say to the House | 
that the action of the committee in relation to the 
first branch of the amendinent for the classification | 
of clerks in the State Department makes it neces- 
sary that | should ask a separate vote upon that 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The House have, 
by unanimous consent, agreed that first a vote 


should be taken upon the remaining amendments || 


in mass, with the exception of those amendments | 
which were mentioned by the gentlemen from 
Tennessee and Virginia. 
Alavama and others now ask for separate votes 
upon other amendments mentioned by them. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I object. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. leask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to take a separate vote 
upon James M. Goggin’s claim, and that of John 
S. Pendleton. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I rise to a question 
of order. Unanimous consent having been given 
to the proposition of the gentleman from Tennes- | 
see, I object to all further application for a sepa- 


rate vote on other amendments, and I ask the || 


Chair to enforce the action of the House. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Haven.) 
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be given. 

Mr. PECK. I object. 

The question was then put upon concurring in 
the action of the committee upon all the amend- 
ments, except those above excluded and those 
already acted upon; and it was decided in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. ORR moved to reconsider the vote last 
taken, and to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 

The Clerk reported thetwentieth amendment of 
the Senate, upon which a separate vote had been 
asked, as follows: 

And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed to 


pay, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated, to Robert C. Schenck, of Ohio, for his full com 
pensation while employed as envoy extraordinary and 
| minister plenipotentiary of the United States on special 
| mission to tre Oriental Republic of Uruguay, in the year 
1852, the sum of $9,000, and for his {ul compensation as 
minister plenipotentiary and envoy extraordinary of the 
|| United States on special mission to the Argentine Confeder- 


alion,in the year 1853, the sum of 89,000 ; cuch payment to 
be in lieu of the per diem provided for said Robert C. 
Schenck in the act making appropriations for the civil and 


| diplomatic “xpenses of the Government, approved August 
| 4, 1854. 


| TheSPEAKER pro tempore. The Committee 
| of the Whole on the state of the Union report a 
| 


concurrence in the amendment. 
Mr. LETCHER, 
on the amendment. 
TheSPEA KER pro tempore put the question, and 
announced that sixteen only seconded the demand 
for the yeas and nays; not a sufficient number. 


Mr. FLORENCE, I demand tellers on the 


1 demand the yeas and nays 


The proposition before the House is, that the |) yeas and nays. 


House concur in the action of the Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union on ali amend- 
ments not already passed upon, with the excep- 


ealaries of the judges, the tariff, the Chelsea hos- | 
pital, and the claim of Mr. Schenck. That prop- 


osition was concurred in by unanimous consent, | 


and the Chair. will proceed to carry it out. 
Mr. WITTE. 


rise to a question of privilege. | 


Mr. WALSH. No. Withdraw that, and ask 
| for tellers on the proposition. 
Mr. FLORENCE. No, sir; | want tellers on 


tion of those relating to the water works, the || the yeas and nays. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Those who are 
| in favor of tellers will rise, stand, and be counted. 
Thirty-three members rose. 
TheSPEAKER protempore. 


A sufficient num- 
ber, and tellers are ordered. 


Messrs. Suaw and 


I disagree with the Chair, and while I have great || Frorence will please act as tellers. 


respect for him, and his decisions, I wish to state 
distinctly that | have given my assent to no such 
proposition. I rose for the purpose of asking a | 
separate vote upon the amendment relating to the 
assay office, in New York, and I ask it now. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair put 
the question distinctly, and heard no objection; 
but, if there is no objection, he will put it to the | 
House whether the amendment mentioned by the 
gentleman shall be included in the number upon 


which a separate vote will be taken. | 


it 


Mr. CUTTING. 
Mr. WITTE. 
of this House; and 1 will state the facts—con- | 
fining my remarks to that clearly and distinctly. | 
When the proposition was made by the gentleman | 


I object. 


from Tennessee, and when other gentlemen arose || 


for the purpose of asking for separate votes upon 
distinct propositions, I arose, also, upon the floor, 


| by other gentlemen for distinct votes, I waited on 


The tellers took their places. 


Mr. WHEELER. Are thetellers on the yeas 
and nays, or the amendment? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. They are on the 
| amendment. 

Mr. FLORENCE. No, sir; I demanded tell- 
ers on the yeas and nays. 

Members crowded into the area, and passed 
through the tellers, but Mr. Fronence refused to 


|} count. 


| The SPEAKER pro tempore. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. If the gentleman 


: || from Pennsylvania refuses to act as teller, he will 
I claim my right, as a member || please stand aside. 


Mr. FLORENCE. I demanded tellers on the 
yeas and nays. I still continue the demand. 
| Mr.CLINGMAN. Call the Sergeant-at-Arms. 
Mr. FLORENCE. I do not care for the Ser- 
geant at-Arms, nor for any man in this House. 
The gentleman 


nays—is there objection to the proposition ? 


and during the time that requests were being made | from Pennsylvania calls for tellers on the yeas and 
| 
! 


the floor for my time and my turn for a distinct vote 
upon a distinct proposition; and now Lam to be 
told that a single member may object to my asking 
for that privilege. 1 say I have the right to ask it, 
and to have it, because I did not give my consent 
to the proposition of the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, but, on the contrary, objected to the proposi- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The proposition 
was put by the Chair to the House in the way 
already stated, and universal consent was given. 
After that was done the gentleman from Pennsy!- 


rate vote should also be taken on the amendment 
in reference to the assay office. The Chair then 
asked the House if unanimous consent was given, 
and objection was made. 

Mr. ROBBINS. Wasa vote taken authorizing 
the Chair to assume that power? 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. It was given by 


| the unanimous consent of the House. 


Mr. WITTE, I made objection at the time, 
distinctly and unequivocally. 
Mr. FULLER. | hope unanimous consent will 


be given to the request of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. For the third | 


[Cries of “1 object!’ “1 object !’’} 


Mr. FLORENCE. I rise to a question of 

/order. I clearly demanded tellers on the yeas and 

nays. Gentlemen all around me can certify to 
the fact. 


Mr. WALSH. I wasnear the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania when he made his demand for te!!- 
ers on the yeas and nays. Il asked him to modify 
| his motion and to call for tellers on the amend- 
ment, but he refused. 

The SPEAKER protempore. If there has been 
any mistake, the Chair hopes that the question 
| may be again taken. Is there objection ? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object. 
Mr. BANKS. The proposition of the Chair 
| cannot be rejected by a single dbjection. The 
| gentleman from Pennsylvania says that he did 
| demand the tellers on the yeas and nays. 
Mr CLINGMAN. I do not give my consent 
| to going back. I insist on the question as it was 
understood by the Chair. 
| The SPEAKER pro tempore. Objection is 
made, and the tellers will resume their places. 
Mr. ORR. If the Chair misunderstood the 
| gentleman it is proper that there should be a cor- 
rection. Ido not think thata single objection can 
defeat it. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will 
staie that he endeavored to give his entire atten- 
tion to the subject. He understood tellers to be 
demanded. 


ee 











manded on the yeas and nays or on theamendment. 
Some member answered no. 
mentioned by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
took place, it certainly did not reach the Chair’s 
eur 

Mr. FLORENCE. With due respect, I willsay 
a single word to the House and Speaker. All pres- 
ent can observe, and the Chair especially, that I 
am suffering from hoarseness. I have been scarcely 
able to speak for a week. I have not participated 
in the debates of the House in consequence of this 
hoarseness. From this cause, the Chair may not 
have heard me distinctly. I have no special anx- 
iety on the subject, but I desire that the position 
which | occupy upon this floor shall receive its 
full recognition from the Chair and the House. 

{Cries of Order!" * Order !’’] 

Mr. FLORENCE. I am in order; and so long 
as | have a voice I shall litt it in demand for my 
rights. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair can only proceed 
on the understanding which he has of the matter. 
Is there objection to tellers on the yeas and nays? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 1 object. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
be appointed on the proporition. 

Messrs. Suaw and Puerrs were appointed tell- 
ers. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 80, noes 62. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 


The next amendment was read, as follows: 


For continuing the work on the Washington aqueduct, 
$250,000. 


Mr. ROWE. I demand the yeas and nays upon 
concurring in that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 83, nays 77; as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Appleton, Ball, Banks, Barksdale, Bell, 
Benson, Breckinridge, Bugg, Campbell, Chamberlain, 
Uhandier, Clark, Clingman, Cook, Craige, Crocker, Cul- 
lom, Curtis, Cutting, Dawson, De Witt, Dickinson, Dunbar, 
Eastman, Eddy, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, Everhart, 
Farley, Faulkner, Florence, Franklin, Goode, Goodrich, 
Goodwin, Hamilton, Andrew J. Harlan, Wiley P. Harris, 
Harrison, Hastings, Hill, Howe. Hughes, Hunt, Keitt, Kerr, 
Kurtz, Lyon, Macdonald, McDougall, Macy, Matteson, 
Maxwell, May, Noble, Norton, Packer, Peckham, Pen 
nington, Jobu Perkins, Preston, Riddie, Robbins, Rogers, 
Rusvell, Sabin, Seward, William Smith, William R. Smith, 
Hestor L. Stevens. David Stuart, John J. Taylor, Teller, 
Tharston, Tweed, Upham, Vansant, Walbridge, Walker, 


Watley, Join Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, and Weat- | 


brook —s3. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, 
telcher, Bocock, Boyce, Bridges, Brooks, Carpenter, 
Cavkie, Cobb, Dowdeil, Dunham, Edgerton, Edmands, 
English, Plagier, Fuller, Gamble, Giddings, Green, Green- 
wood, Aaron Harlan, Simpson W. Harris, Haven, Heo- 
dricks, Hena, Hibbard, Hester, Houston, Johnson, Daniel 
T Jones, George W. Jones, Knox, Lamb, Letcher Lewis, 
Lilly, Lind-ley, McCulloch, McNair, McQueen, Maurice, 
Middieswarth, Smuh Miller, Millson, Morgan, Murray, 
Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Parker, 


Peck, Phelps, Powell, Pratt, Pringle, Puryear, Richardson, || 


Thomas Ritchey, Ruffin, Sage, Sapp, Shaw, Simmons, 
Skelton, Stratton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, Trout, Wade, 


Walsh, Etiin B. Washburne, Wells, Witte, and Hendrick || 


B. Wright—77. 
So the amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 
reconsider the vote by which that amendment was 
concurred in. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I move to lay that motion 
on the table. 

Mr. PRINGLE. I demand the 
upon the motion to lay upon the table. 

Mr. CULLOM. I rise to a question of order. 
I desire to know if the gendeman from Illinois 
voted in the affirmative? 

Mr. WASHBURN. I did not. : 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Then the gentle- 
minis not entitted to make the motion to recon- 
sider. 

Mr. CULLOM. I renew the motion to recen- 
sider, and also move to lay the motion to recon- 
sider upon the table. 

Mr. PRINGLE. 
upon the motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CULLOM. I will withdraw the motion. 


The next amendment was reported, as follows: 


In the paragraph ‘* for salaries of the Chief Justice of the 
Supreure Court and eight Associate Judges, $41,000,”’ suike 


I demand the yeas and nays 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLO 


He inquired whether they were de- | 


If the circumstance | 


Then tellers will | 





{ 








eas and nays 





thereot the fullowing: 


salaries of the several Justices of the Supreme Court of the 
United States shall be as follows,to wit: of the Chief Jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court, $7.500 ; of the Associate Jus- 
tices of the Supreme Court, $7,000 each ; and hereafter the 
messengers attending the Supreme Court be allowed he 
sum of three dollars per day each during their attendance, 
commencing with the present term of the court, and that 
the marshal of the District of Columbia pay the same out 
of any moneys of the United States in his hands. 


| The amendment was reported from the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole with the following amend- | 


ment: 


| strike ont “7,500” and insert $6,500; and strike out 
* $7,000” and insert “ $6,000.” 


‘ae 
| The question was first upon concurring in the | 
| 


And from and atier the passage of this act the annual 


Strike out ** $63,000" and insert in lieu thereof ** 54,000 ;”? | 


| amendment of the Committee of the Whole to the | 


| Senate amendment. 
Mr. CUTTING. I desire simply to ask this 
| question: If the amendment of the House be voted 
| down, the question 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennéssee. I rise to a ques- 
| tion of order. The question before the House is 
| not debatable, ang | object to all debate. 
Mr. SKELTON. 





| we are to vote? 
| TheSPEAKER protempore. Itison concurring 
| in the amendment of the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


I demand the yeas 
| Mr. PHILLIPS. If the House refuse to con- 


Well, sir, I desire to ask the | 
| Chair what the precise question is, upon which | 


cur in the report of the Committee of the Whole, | 


| the question will recur upon the adeption of the 
| Senate amendment, will it not? 

| The SPEAKER pro tempore. It will recur upon 
{ the adoption of the amendment as it came from 
| the Senate. 


| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. And if the House 
| concur in the amendment of the Committee of the 
| Whole, the question will then recur upon agree- 
| ing to the Sena‘e amendment as amended ? 
| The S°EAKER pro tempore. lt will. 
| Thequestion was then taken; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 111, nays 38; as follows: 
| WYEAS--Messers. Aiken, JamesC. Allen, Willis Allen, Da 
vid J. Bailey, Banks, Barksdale, Belcher, Bell, Benson, 
Bocock, Boyce, Bridges, Bugg, Campbel!, Carpenter,Caskie, 
Clark , Clingman, Cobb. Cook, Craige, Cullom, Curtis, John 
| G. Davie, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dickinson, Dowdell, 
Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, Edmundson, 
Thomas D. Eliot, English, Parivy, Florence, Fuller, Gam- 
ble, Giddings, Goode, Greenwood, Hamilton, Aaron Har- 
lan, Andrew J. Harlan, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Hastings, 
| Haven, Hendricks, Henn, Uiester, Hill, Houston, Hughes, 
George W. Jones, Kerr, Knox, Kuriz, Lamb, Letcher, 


| Lewis, Lilly, Lindsley, McCulloch, McQueen, Matteson, | 


Maxwell, Smith Miiler, Millson, Murray, Nichols, Noble, 
Norton, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Parker, Phelps, 
Powell, Pratt, Pringle, Puryear, Riddle, David Ritchie, 


| Robbins, Rogers, Ruffin, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Shaw, | 


| Simmons, Skeliou, Richard UH. Stanton, Stratton, Andrew 
Stuart, John J. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Upham. Vansant, 
Wade, Watker, Walley, Walsh, Wells, John Wentworth, 
| and Hendrick B. Wright—111. 

NAYS —Messrs. Appleton, Breckinridge, Brooks, Chand- 
ler, Crocker, Cutting, Dawson, Etheridge, Faulkner, Frank- 
lin, Green, Howe, Hunt, Daviel T. Joues, McDonald, Me- 


Andrew Oliver, Orr, Pewnington, John Perkins, Phillips, 
Richardson, Seward, Willian Smith, Frederick P. Stan- 
ton, Hestor L. Stevens, Teller, Elihu 8, Washburne, Is- 


| Witte—3s. 
So the amendment of the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union was agreed to. 
The question then recurred upon concurring in 
the Senate amendment as amended. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. | demand the yeas 
and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 101, nays 47; as follows: 





Clark, Crocker, Cullom, Cutting, Thomas Davis, Dawson, 
De Witt, Dickivwson, Dunbar, Eddy, Edmands, Edmundson, 
| Thomas D. Eliot, Etheridge, Everhart, Farley, Florence, 
Franklin, Fuller. Goode. Goodrich, Green, Andrew J. Har- 
lan, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Hast- 
ings. Haven, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Keitt, Kurtz, 
McCulloch, Macdonald, McDougall, McQueen, Macy, 
Matteson, Maurice, Maxwell. May, Middieswarth, Mill- 
son, Morgan, Noble, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Parker, 
Pennington, John Perkins, Phillips, Powell, Preston, Prin- 
gle, Richardson, Riddie, David Ritchie, Robbins, Rogers, 
Russell, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Shaw, Simn:ons, William 
Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H Stanton, Straub, 





YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Appleton, | 
Banks, Barkedale, Benson, Becock, Boyce, Breckinridge, | 
Brooks, Campbell, Carpenter, Chamberlain, Chandler, 


Dougall, Me Nair, Macy, Maurice, May. Middleswarth, | 


rael Washburn, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, and 


BE. 


out * $41,000” and insert “ $63,000,” and add at the end 





Tarch 3, 


Walley, Walsh, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn 
Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, Wheeler, Witte, and 
Daniel B. Wright—101. 

NAYS — Messrs. David J. Bailey, Belcher, Bridoeg 
Clingman, Cobh, Craige, Curtis, John G. Davis, Eystnan’ 
Edgerton, English, Gamble. Giddings, Greenwood, Haimjj. 
ton, Aaron Harlan, Henn, Hiester, Daniel T. Jones, George 
W. Jones, Knox, Letcher, Lewis, Lilly, Lindley, Lings. 
ley, Smith Miller, Murray, Nichol=, Olds, PackerwPecy 
Bishop Perkins, Puryear, Thomus Ritchey, Rowe, Ruffin’ 
Sabin, Skelion, Hestor L. Srevens, Stratton, Andrew 
Stuart, John J. Taylor, Trout, Wade, Weils, Joh Went. 
worth, and Hendrick B. Wright—47. 


So the Senate amendment, as amended, was 
concurred in. 

Mr. CUTTING moved that the vote by whic) 
the amendment was concurred in be reconsidered, 
and that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the Senate was to 
strike out of the bill the provisions in relation to 
the tariff. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. As this ig 
a party measure, I demand the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken, and it was decided jn 
the affirmative—yeas 86, nays 80; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Bail, 
Belcher, Benson, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Chandler, 
Crocker, Cullom, Curtis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dun- 
bar, Etheridge, Everhart, Fariey, Flagler, Floreuce, Frank. 
lin, Gamble, Giddings, Goodwiv, Aaron Harlan, Wiley P, 
Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hendricks, Hiester, Hill, Howe, 


| Hughes, Hunt, Johnson, Kerr, Knox, Kurtz, Lilly. Lyon, 


McCulloch, Macdonald, McDougall. McNair, Matieson, 
Maurice, Meacham, Middleswarth, Morgan, Norton, An- 


| drew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Pa: ker, Pennington, 


Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Riddle, David Ritchie, Robtns, 
Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Simuons, 
Skelton, Stratton, Straub, John J. Taylor, Teller, Thurs- 
ton, Trout, Tweed, Vaneant, Wade, Walker, Elihu 
B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Tappan Wentworth, 
Wheeler, Witte, and Hendrick B. Wrigh!—86. 
NAYS—Messts. Aiken, Appleton, David J. Bailey, 
Banks, Barksdale, Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Bridges, 
Brooks, Caskie, Chamberiain, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, 
Craige, Cutting, John G. Davis, De Witt, Dickinson, Dun- 
ham, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, Edmundson, 
Thomas D. Eliot, English, Fuller, Goode, Goodrich, Green, 


| Greenwood, Hamilton, Andrew J. Harlan, Sampson W, 
| Harris, Hastings, enn, Hibbard, Houston, Daniei'T’. Jones, 


- 


| tion. 


George W. Jones, Keitt, Lamb, Letcher, Lewis, Lindsley, 
McQueen, Macy, Maxwell, May, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Murray, Nichols, Noble, Olds, Orr, Peck. Bishop Perkins, 
John Pe: kins, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Thomas Ritchey, 
Rogers, Ruffin, Shower, William R Smith, Frederick P, 
Sianton, Richard Hl. Stanton, Hestor L) Stevens, Andrew 
Stuart, Upham, Walbridge, Walley, Walsh, Weils, John 
Wentworth. and Westbrook—80, 


_ So the amendment of the Senate was concurred 
in. 

Mr. DAWSON. I rise toa privileged ques- 
I move to reconsider the vote by which that 
amendment was concurred io and to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I demand 


the yeas and nays. 


Mr. DAWSON. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. CULLOM obtained the floor. 

Mr. PHELPS. ask the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee to yield the floor to me and to allow me to 
occupy the attention of the House for a moment. 


| I desire to facilitate the transaction of public bus- 
| iness. 


Mr. CULLOM. I yield to the gentleman from 


| Missouri temporarily. 


David Stuart, Teiler, Thurston, Upham, Vansant, Waiker, || 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. PHELPS. The Senate have returned the 
Navy appropriation bill with some twenty-nine 
amendments. It would be utterly impossible, at 


| this stage of the session, for us to consider those 


amendments in committee. I propose, therefore, 


| that the bill be taken up, and that the House dis- 


agree to the amendments of the Senate and ask for 
a committee of conference. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there any ob- 
jection to the proposition of the gentleman from 
Missouri? 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. WHEELER. Well, let the question be 
put to the House. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The genileman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Cuttom] has the floor. 

Mr. PHELPS. I hope the gentleman from 
Tennessee wiil allow me to move to suspend the 
rules to take up the naval appropriation bill. The 
bill is in imminent peril. 

Mr. WALSH. I withdraw my objection. 

No further objection being made, the House 
took up and proceeded to consider the amend- 
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ments of the Senate to the naval appropriation 


il 
oar. PHELPS. I move that the House dis- 
agree to the amendments of the Senate, and ask 
for a commitiee of conference on the disagreeing | 
votes of the two Houses. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Ulinois. I want to 
know what these amendments are? 

Mr. PHELPS. 
require them to be read. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 


I voted for the annex- | 


ation of Texas with the understanding that we | 


were to annex the Texan navy, and I want to | 
setile that question here to-night. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
tion 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. [ do not want | 
to be troublesome to the House, but thereisa little 
amendment to that bill for the benefit of the navy- 

ard at Memphis. [Laughter.} 

Mr. HUNT. I pledge you my word that that 
will give rise to debate. [More laughter.} 

Mr. STANTON. I should like to have a vote 
upon it. If the House is prepared to vote it down, 
I have nothing more to say. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [ insist upon the question. 

The question was taken, and Mr. Puecps’s 





JUDICIARY OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. MAY. 
see to allow me to submit asimilar motion to that 
just agreed to. The Senate have made several | 
amendments to the judiciary bill for the District | 
of Colambia. | move that the House disagree to | 
those amendments, and ask a committee of con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I ask the gentleman from 
Tennessee to let me call up a matter which will 
meet with no objection. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I object. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the following | 
bills and joint resolutions; which thereupon re- 
ceived the signature of the Speaker: 

An act for the relief of L. R. Lyon and D. S. 
Howard; 

A joint resolution making appropriations for the 
purchase of territorial libraries; 

An act for the relief of Jesse French, of Brain- 
tree, Massachuseits; and 

An act for the construction of certain military | 
roads in the Territory of Kansas. 


DUTIES ON GOODS DESTROYED BY FIRE. | 
Mr. CULLOM. [ask the unanimous consent 


of the House to take up the bill to remit the du- 
ties on certain goods destroyed by fire in the cities | 
of New York and San Francisco. 
Mr. WALSH. Was not the same motion on | 
the bill voted down yesterday ? 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to it. 
Mr. CULLOM. Then I movea suspension of 
the rules. 
Mr. HAMILTON. On that motion I ask for | 
the yeas and nays. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Before that | 


Proposition is put, | ask my colleague to allow me 


I ask the gentleman from Tennes- || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 








| hope the gentleman will not | 


I demand the previous ques- | 
| the Chair is informed. 








The bill was reported as follows: 

Senate bill (No. 591) to remit or refand duties 
on goods, wares, or merchandise, destroyed by 
fire. 

Mr. WALLEY. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Tennessee whether, if the rules are sus- 
pended, he wiil agree to an amendment? 

Mr. SKELTON. I object to these bargains 


:LOBE. 
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| The SPEAKER. There being no objection, it 


| will be so ordered. 


| the following resolution: 
| Joint resolution making appropriation for the payment of 


Mr. LLENDRICKS. 


I ask leave, also, to offer 


those entitled to the benefits of the resolution of the 
House of Representatives, passed March 3, 1855, voting 
extra compensation to pages, folders, and others. 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the sum voted by 


|| the House of Representatives, March 3, 1855, for the pay- 


altogether. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. MILLSON. I rise to a question of order. || 


I wish to know whether this bill was not, two days 
ago, referred to the Committee on Commerce? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Ora in the 
chair.) The bill is properly before the House, as 
It was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, but the committee was 
discharged from its further consideration, and then 
the House refused to suspend the rules to take it 


up. 
Mr. MILLSON. Yes; and there was a motion 
made by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 


Fenron,] to refer it to the Committee on Com- | 


merce, and it was so referred. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair is 


| informed by the Clerk that if such a motion as 


| 





| 
| 
| 


to offer a resolution which 1 think will not be || 


objected to. 
Mr. CULLOM yielded the floor. 


lowing resolution: 


Resolve?, That all reports which any of the committees 
have directed to be made to the House shall be delivered to | 
the Clerk, and they are hereby ordered to be printed, and | 
such of them as are of a private character, together with all | 


the bills now on the Private Calendar, are hereby reterred, || 


with the accompanying papers, to the court of claims. 


Mr. SEWARD. 1 object. 
_Mr. CULLOM. Perhaps it would economize | 
time, if instead of the House bill I should call up | 
Senate bill No. 591, which is to the same effect. | 

Mr. CUTTING. The Senate bill was referred | 
to the Commitee on Commerce. 

The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand | 
the genileman from Tennessee to move to suspend | 
the rales with a view of taking up Senate bill No. 
591? Is that the gentleman’s motion ? 


Mr. CULLOM. That is my motion. 








} 
1 


that was made, no minute has been made of it on 
the Journal. The bill, therefore, is on the Speak- 
er’s table, and the motion of the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Cuttom] is properly before the 
House 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 


I ask whether | 


the rules were not suspended yesterday, and this | 


bill taken from the Speaker’s table ? 

Mr. CUTTING. No; it failed by one vote. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
decided that the bill is on the Speaker’s table, 
aud that the motion of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee is in order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That bill was up 
the rule which required it to go to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union; and m 
recollection is, that the rule was not suspended, 
and that it was sent to the Committee of the 
Whole. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair has 


| decided, and has so stated to the House twice, 


that the bill is on the Speaker’s table, and that 
the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee is in 
order. That is the way the Journal is made up, 
and upon which the decision of the Chair is pred- 
icated. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Cuttom’s 
motion; and there were—yeas 90, nays 46; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Aiken, Ball, Banks, Belcher, Benson, 
Bridg’s, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Chamberlain, Chand- 
ler, Clark, Clingman, Cook, Crocker, Cullom, Curtis, Cut- 


ting, Dickinson, Dunbar, Eastman, Edmands, Thomas D. | 
Floreuce, | 


Eliot, Etheridge. Everhart, Farley, Flagler, 
Franklin, Fuller, Goodwin, Green, Greenwood, Andrew 
J. Harlan, Harrison, Hastings, Haven, Hiester, fill, flowe, 


The Chair has 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


} 
| 
a day or two ago on a motion made to suspend } 
\| ki 
|| cated in writing, or by marks or signs conveyed in the mail 


meat of pages, folders, and other employees, be paid out of 
any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

The resolution was read a first and second time 
by its title, ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly 
read the third time, and passed. . 

Mr.EDMUNDSON. With the consent of the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Oxps,] who is entitled 
to the floor, | offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be, and he is 
hereby, directed to pay to John Costan, a laborer employed 
in the office of the Clerk, two dollars per day, in considera- 


| tion for additional labor performed by him, commencing 


| 
| 


| 


| 
1 
| 
} 


| 


H} 


Hughes, Hunt, Kerr, Knox, Lyon, McCu'loch, McDougall, | 


|, MeMullin, McNair, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, Middle- | 


swarth, Morgan, Norton, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai 
Oliver, Parker, Peck, Pennington, Bishop Perkins, Phillips, 
Pringle, Thomas Ritchey, Rogers, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, 
Sage, Sapp, Simmons, William R. Smith, Richard H 
Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, David Stuart, Teller, Tweed, 
Upham. Wade, Wiitbridge, Walker, Walley, Ellihu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, Tappan We.tworth, 
Westbrook, Wheeler, and Llendrick B. Wright—90. 
NAYS—Messrs. David J. Bailey. Bocock, Caskie, Cobb, 
John G. Davis, Dawson, Danham, E:idy, Edmundson, 
English, Faulkner, Goode, Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, Ulen- 
dricks, Henn, Hibbard, Houston, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, 
George W. Jones, Keitt, Kurtz, Lamb, Letcher, Macdon- 


| ald, Smith Miller, Milison, Murray, Orr, John Perkins, 


Phelps, Powell, Pratt, Puryear, Ruffin, Shaw, Shower, 


| Skelton, William Smith, Stratton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, 


Mr. STANTON. I ask leave to offer the fol- || Trout, Walsh, and Witte—46. 


So the rules were not suspended, two-thirds not 
voting in the affirmative. 

Mr. OLDS obtained the floor. 

EXTRA COMPENSATION TO EMPLOYEES. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. With the consent of the 
gentleman from Ohio, I desire to offer a joint res- 


| olution to correct a resolution that we have passed 


for the benefit of the pages and employees of the 
House. .The gentleman from Maine introduced 
the resolution, saying that it was intended to ben- 





from the ume he was employed, and deducting therefrom 
the per diem already paid him. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. I object. 

Mr. EDMUNDSON. I move to suspend the 
rules that I may introduce the resolution. 


RATES OF POSTAGE. 

Mr. OLDS. I claim the floor until my a 
osition is disposed of. I ask the House to take up 
and consider the amendments that have been made 
by the Senate to House bill (No. 406) to amend 
the act entitled ** An act to reduce and modify the 
rates of postage in the United States, and for other 
purpoees,’’ passed March 3, 1851. 

No objection being made, the bill was taken up; 


| and the amendments were read and agreed to, as 


follows: 


First amendment: 

Page 1, line four, strike out the word “ on’? and insert 
in ;?? so that the section would read: 
For every single letrer, in manuscript, or paper of any 
nd, in which information shall be asked for or communi- 


for any distance, between places in the United States not 
exceeding three thousand miles, three cents ; and for any 
distance exceeding three thousand miles, ten cents. 


Second amendment: 


Pages | and 2, strike out the following clause: 

For every such letter, or paper, when conveyed, whoily 
Or in part, by sea, and to or from the ports of the country, 
for any distance not exceeding three thousand miles, the 
ocean postage shall be five cents; and for any distance 
exceeding three thousand miles, such ocean postage shall 
be ten cents, excepting, however, all cases where such 
postages have been, or shall be, adjusted at different rates 
by postal treaty or convention already concluded, or here- 
after to be made. 


Third amendment: 

Page 2, line thirty one, after the word “ are,” insert the 
words * to or;’’ 80 as to make the clause read: 

And upon all letters passing through or in the maii of the 
United States, except such as are to or from a foreign coun- 
try, the postage, as above specified, shall be prepaid. 

Fourth amendment: 

Page 2, line thirty-two, after the word “ prepared,’’ insert 
the following : 

Except upon letters and packages addressed to officers of 
the Government On official business, which shall be so 
marked on the envelop. 


Fifth and sixth amendments: 

Page 2, line thirty-four, strike out “ fifty-five’? and insert 
** fifty-six ;” and strike out the words ** euch prepayment 
shall be by stamps,’’ and insert in lieu thereof ‘the Post- 
master General may require postmasters to place postage 
stamps opon all prepaid letters upon which euch stamps 
may not have been placed by the writers ;"’ so as to make 
the chiuse read : 

And from and after the Ist day of January, 1856, the 
Postmaster General may require postmasters to place post- 
age stamps upon all prepaid letters upon which such stamps 
may not have been plaeed by the wrizers. 


Seventh, eighth, and ninth amendments: 

Page 3, section 2, line four, strike out the words “ post 
office stamps or stainped envelopes,’’ and insert -‘ postage 
stamp or stamp envelop.” Also, same section, line six 


| insert before the word “ stamp” the word “ po-tage.’ 


Also, in same line, strike out the words ‘‘ or stamped en- 
velop,” and insert in lieu thereof the words “ or fora larger 
sum than that charged therefor by the Post Office Depart- 


| nent ;"? 0 as to make the section read: 


And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for 
any postmaster or other person to seil any postage stamp 


| or stamp envelop for any largersum than that indicated 


efit those who did not get the twenty per centum, | 
but there is one of the watchmen who does not | 


get it, and I ask that his name shall be included 


| in the resolution. 


Several Members. Let it come in by unani- 


| mous consent. 


i 


upon the face of such postage stamp, or for a larger sum 
than that charged therefor by the Post Office Department, 
and any person who shall violate this provision shal! be 
deemed guilty of « misdemeanor, and on conviction U erent 
shall be tined in any sum not less than nor more than $500, 


Tenth and eleventh amendments: 


At the end of the bill, add the following proviso and the 
succeeding new section : 


Provided, That nvthing Werein contained shall be so 








_ 





privilege. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That for the greater 
security of valuable letters posted for transmission in the 
mails of the United States, the Postmaster General be, and 
hereby is, authorized to establish a uniform plan for the 
registration of such letters, on application of parties post 
ing the same, and to require the prepayment of the post- 
age, as well as a registration fee of five cents on every such 
letter or packet, to be accounted for by the postmasters re- 
ceiving the same, in such manner as the Postmaster Gen 
eral shall direct: Provided, however, That such registration 
shail not be compulsory, and it shall not render the Post 
Office Department or its revenue liable for the loss of such 
Jetters or packets, or the contents thereof. 


BILLS REFERRED TO COURT OF CLAIMS. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. The gentleman | 
who objected to my resolutiun has withdrawn his 


objection, and | ask that it may be read. 
I'he resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That all reports which any of the committees 
directed to be made to the House shall be delivered to the 
Clerk, and they are hereby ordered to be printed ; and such 


of them as are of a private character, together with all the || 
bills now on the Private Calendar or on the Speaker’s table, 


are hereby referred, with the accompanying papers, lo the 
court of claims. 


Mr. PRATT. I object to it. 


the rules to enable me to introduce it. 


The question was taken; and the motion was | 


agreed to, (two thirds voting in favor thereof.) 

Mr. STANTON. I now demand the previous 
question upon the passage of the resolution. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to inquire of the 
gentleman from Tennessee if his resolution pro- 
vides that all applications for pensions shall be 
referred. to the board of claims? 

Mr. STANTON. It provides that all bills upon 
the Private Calendar, with the accompanying 
papers, shall be referred to that board, and that is 
where they ought to be. Mr. Speaker, at the 
suggestion of a friend near me, I will change the 
phraseology of the resolution, so that it shall pro- 
vide that all bills remaining upon the Private Cal- 


endar or on the Speaker’s table, at the close of the || 


present session, shall be referred, &c. 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 


main question ordered to be put, viz: ** Shall the 


resolution pass?’’ and, being put, it was decided | 


in the affirmative. 
So the resolution was adopted. 


construed as to alter the laws in relation to the franking | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Congress, since my service here, six or eight 
times. 


Mr. CHANDLER. And has been vetoed in 


the river and harbor bill. It is now offered as a | 


separate bill. 
The question was taken; and the House refused 
to suspend the rules. 
RETIRED LIST IN THE ARMY. 
Mr. FAULKNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask the 


unanimous consent of the House for leave to re- || 


ort back from the Committee on Military Affairs 


|| Senate bill (No. 120) to promote the efficiency of 


the Army by a retired list. 
Mr. HAMILTON. [I object. 


Mr. FAULKNER. The subject has been care- | 
fully examined for twenty years, and has always | 


| been reported on favorably. 1 move to suspend 
the rules for the purpose which I have indicated; 
and on that motion I demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The question was taken; and the House refused 
to suspend the rules. 
| 


| IRENE G. SCARRITT. 
Mr. STANTON. Then I move to suspend 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 


I ask the unanimous consent of the House for | 


leave totake up and pass Senate bill (No. 686) to 
give a pension to the widow of Colonel Scarritt, 
who fell at the battle of Buena Vista. I will state 
that the Legislature of Illinois voted him a sword 
for his gallantry. 


‘|| The bill was read through. It authorizes and 


| 


directs the Secretary of the Interior to place the 
name of Mrs. Irene G. Scarritt, widow of J. M. 
| Scarritt, deceased, Jate an officer in the United 


States Army, upon the list of widows entitled to | 
_half-pay, and pay her the sum of twenty-five | 


dollars per month, commencing on the first day 
of July, 1854, and continuing for five years, pro- 
vided, that in case of her death or intermarriage 
before the expiration of the term of five years, 


| the child or children of J. M. Scarritt, deceased, 


under sixteen years of age, if such there be; and 
| if there be none, then it shall cease. 


| lady get a pension under the general law ? 


|| Mr. WASHBURNE. On account of some 


HARBOR AT REEDY ISLAND. | technical objection. I am certain if the gentleman 


Mr. CHANDLER. [ask the unanimous con- | 


understood the facts that he would not object. 
Mr. JONES. Did her husband fall at Buena 


sent of the House to take from the Speaker’s || Vista? 


table, for the purpose of putting it upon its pas- 1 


sage, Senate bill No. 615. 
‘The bill was read through for information. It 


out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, for continuing the construction of 
the harbor on the east side of Reedy Island, in the 
Delaware river. 


Mr. HAMILTON. I object to that bill. 


the rules for the purpose which I have indicated. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. He did. 
Mr. JONES. Then sheis entitled to ten years’ 


'| half-pay pension under the general law. 
authorizes and directs the appropriation of $30,000, || 


Mr. WASHBURNE. She is not allowed it. 

| This is a case which appeals most strongly to our 
sympathies, 

| Mr. PRATT. I object. 


|| Mr. WASHBURNE.: I move to suspend the 


i || rules for the purpose which I have indicated. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I move a suspension of | aoe 


The rules were suspended; there being, on a 


|| division—ayes eighty-four, noes not counted. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. || 


Mr. WASHBURNE. I call for the previous 


Mr. McMULLIN. 1 would ask the leave of || Westion on the bill. 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania and the unani- 


mous consent of the House to take from the files | 
of the House the petition and papers in the case | 


of 





Humphreys. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is it proposed to 1 


leave copies ? 
Mr. McMULLIN. Copies will be left. 
It was ordered accurdingly. 


BOUNTY LAND BILL. 


Mr. HIBBARD. I hope the gentleman from || 


Pennsylvania will yield to me to ask the unani- 


mous consent of the House for leave to discharge || 


The previous question received a second, and 
| the main question was ordered to be put. 


| month for five years only. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. What was 
his rank? 

Mr. WASHBURNE. He was a colonel, and 
fell at Buena Vista, 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Is it in order 
to move that we take a recess until eight o’clock. 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the || in order as a question of order. 


Union from the further consideration of House bill 


(No. 567) supplemental to the act entitled ** An } and it was read the third time, and passed. 


act grantung bounty land to certain officers and sol- | 
diers who have been engaged in the military ser- 
vice of the United States,’ approved September 

28, 1850; and aJso to the act approved March 22, | 
1852, to make land warrants assignable, and for | 


other purposes. || sist 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate was here received 
by the hands of Assury Dickins, Esq., their Sec- 
retary, informing the House that the Senate in- 





then the pension granted shall inure to the benefit of | 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Why does not this | 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. It would not be | 


upon their amendments to the civil and dip- | 








| Houston, Haven, and Henn, to act as said com. 
mittee of conference on the part of the House. 

| ELIZA M. EVANS. 

| Mr. LILLY. | ask the unanimous consent of 

the House that the Committee of the Whole 

|| House be discharged from the further considera. 

| tion of Senate bill (No. 337) for the relief of Eliz 
M. Evans. 

|| Mr. WHEELER. I object. 

‘| The bill was read through for information, 





|| Mr. LILLY. 1 move to suspend the rules for 
| the purpose which I have indicated. 
| The House refused to suspend the rules. 


| POWDER DESTROYED BY CAPT. HOLLINS, 
Mr. WESTBROOK. I ask the unanimous 

consent of the House to take up and put on its 

|| passage Senate bill No. 48, requiring the Secretary 

| of the Treasury to ascertain the value of certain 

} powder destroyed by order of Commander George 

|| N. Hollins, of the Navy of the United States, and 

|| to pay the value thereof to the person to whom jt 

_ belonged. 

| Mr. DUNHAM. I object. 

| Mr. WESTBROOK. I move to suspend the 

|| rules. 

|| The question was taken; and two thirds not 

having voted in the affirmative, the rules were not 

|, Suspended. 

|| Mr. WESTBROOK. May | have the consent 

| of the House to have the papers referred to the 

\ board of claims? 

|| The SPEAKER pro tempore. They will go 

| there under the resolution already passed by the 

|| House. ‘ 

| IMPORTATION OF PAUPERS, ETC. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. | 
ask the consent of the House to report, from the 
| Committee on Commerce, a bill to prevent the im- 
| portation into the United States of foreign crim- 
\| nals, paupers, lunatics, insane, idiots, and blind 
persons. It is a Senate bill, and I am instructed 
to report it back with amendments. 
|| Mr. HAMILTON. I object. 

] Mr. WENTWORTH. I move to suspend 
|| the rules to enable me to report it. 

Mr. PHELPS. I must make an appeal to the 
House. I have, up to this time, been all the time 
engaged in the public business. I now ask the 
|| consent of the House to take up a bill for the relief 
of one of my constituents. It is a very meritori- 
ous case, and | trust there will be no objection to 
it. Can I have the eonsent of the House? 

Mr. McDOUGALL. No, sir; I object. 
|| Mr. WENTWORTH. | now ask that the 
bill for which [ have asked unanimous consent to 
|| report may be read. 

“he bill was read in extenso by the Clerk. 

The question was taken; and the rules were 
suspended. 

Mr. WENTWORTH demanded the previous 
question. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be put. 

The Committee on Commerce reported sundry 
immaterial amendments to the bill; which were 
read, considered, and severally agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 








Mr. HAMILTON. What pay is proposed to || read a third time; and, being engrossed, it was 
|| be given? 


Mr. WASHBURNE. Twenty-five dollars per 


|| accordingly read the third time. 
Mr. WENTWORTH demanded the previous 
question on the passage of the bill. 
Mr. WHEELER called for tellers on seconding 
the demand for the previous question. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. McDovcaLt 
and Prince were appointed. 
The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
| —ayes 45, noes 48. 
Less than a quorum voting. 
Mr. WHEELER. I move that the House 


The bill was ordered to be read a third time; || take a recess till eight o’clock. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. 
House. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I wish to appeal to the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Went- 
WORTH] not to urge the consideration of this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair can- 
not entertain a motion while there is no quorum 


I move a call of the 


Mr.STANTON, of Kentucky. I object. Itis |) lomatic bill to which the House had disagreed, and || present. 
unfair to other gentlemen and myself, who have 
bills in charge. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. Mr. Speak- 
er, the bill which the gentleman from Pennsyl-, 


been passed by | 


vania desires to have passed has 


asking for a committee of conference. 
| 


Mr. HOUSTON. I move that a committee of 
| conference be appointed on the part of the House. 


The motion was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER thereupon appointed Messrs. 





Mr. HUNT. I move that we take a recess till 
nine o’clock. : 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. [I rise to a question 
of order. Is it in order for the gentleman to make 
that motion? 


March 8, | 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
which cannot be made uniess by unanimous con- | 
cent, or under a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I object. If the 
House took a recess we could not get members 


ack. 
Mr. HENDRICKS. I appeal tothe gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wentworrtn,] not to 
urge this bill any further. It is a long bill, and 
the consideration of it now cannot result in any | 
good. We have no time to consider it. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. There are calls upon 
me to withdraw the bill. IT suppose I may do so. | 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman | 
cannot withdraw the bill. 

The question being on Mr. McDoveati’s mo- 
tion, it was agreed to. 

So a cull of the House was adopted. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I understood the Chair to | 
decide that less than a quorum cannot take a | 


recess. 7 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair made 
no such decision. ‘he Chair stated that a motion | 
to take a recess’could not be made except by | 


' unanimous consent, or under a suspension of the 


rules. It is a motion not known to the rules of | 
the House. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Less than a majority | 
cannot suspend the rules. 
The roll was then called, and one hundred and 
thirty gentlemen answered to their names. 
The following is the list of the absentees: 
Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Thomas H. Bayly, 


cock, Boyee, Bridges, Bristow, Caruthers, Chamberlain, 
Chase, Chastain, Churchwell, Clingman, Colquitt, Cox, 
Craige, Crocker, Cullom, Cumming, Curtis, Tuomas Da- 
vis, Dent, Dick, Drum, Ellison, English, Everhart, Faulk- 
ner, Fenton, Flagler, Franklin. Giddings, Grey. Grow, 
Sampson W. Hairis, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Haven, | 
Hlenn, Hiester, Hill, Hillyer, Houston, Ingersoll, Daniel T. || 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Roland Jones, Kidwell, Kittredge, 
Lamb, Lance, Latham, Lewis, Lindley, Macdonald, Mc- | 
Mullin, Mace, Mayall, Meacham, John G. Miller, Morri- | 
son, Parker, Peckham, John Perkins, Phelps, Puryear, | 
Ready, Richardson, David Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey, Rog- | 
ers, Rowe, Sabin, Seymour, Shannon, Simmons, Singie- | 
ton, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, | 
George W. Smyth, Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, John J. Taylor, John | 
L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Upbam, | 
Vail, Warren, Yates, and Zollicoffer. | 
' 


Mr. HENDRICKS. 
proceedings under the call be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question now is upon | 
seconding the demand for the previous question 
on the bill introduced by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Wentworru.] 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. | hope the gentleman 


1 move that all further | 


from Massachusetts will withdraw the demand for | 

the previous question. 
Mr. WENP?WORTH. 

discuss it | will do so. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 


If gentlemen desire to | 


It will require some | 


time for the committees of conference to bring in |! jn this bill. 





their reports 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. With the consent of 
the gentleman from Kentucky, | desire to say that 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Ever- 
HART,] who sits near me, has been compelled to 
leave the Hall on account of indisposition. He 
has prepared some remarks upon the subject of 
the tariff, and he wished me to make a request of 
the House for leave to publish them. 

(Cries of ** Agreed!”’ ** Agreed !’’} 

Mr. RUSSELL. I ask the consent of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky to allow me to move that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of House bill No. 327, forthe relief of Robert | 
Graham. x 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I will yield the floor 
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, if 1 do not 
thereby lose my own right to it. 

Mr. JONES, cf Tennessee. Let the question 


now before the House go over by unanimous con- 
sent. 


Mr. EDGERTON. 
Mr. RUSSELL. 
tucky to yield me the floor for a moment. 
_Mr. EDGERTON. 
entucky is intending to make a speech, he must 
g0 on now. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 


and | ask for my rights. 
Mr. EDMUN! x 


I object. 


I claim the floor, 


| 
} 
i} 
} 


That is a motion || to take up and consider House bill No. 353, which 
has come back from the Senate with a few amend- | 


ments. 
Mr. RUSSELL. _I object to anybody but the 
gentleman from Kentucky occupying the floor. 
Mr. EDMUNDSON. Iam sure that my friend 
from Pennsylvania will withdraw his objection, and 


| not interfere with the consideration of the matter 


upon which I desire the action of the House. 


Mr. RUSSELL. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I have been standing 
here for the last fifteen minutes for the Speaker to 
enforce order so as to allow, me to proceed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
has been standing upon the floor for half an hour, 
and if he stands there much longer for his friends 
to ask him to yield the floor to them, his time will 
be up. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Here isa bill which 
has been sprung upon us to-night, which | never 
saw until a few moments since at the Clerk’s desk. 
I desire to call the attention of the House to one 
or two objectionable features in it. The object of 
the bill is declared to be, by its title, ‘* to prevent 
the introduction into the United States of foreign 


criminals, paupers, idiots, lunatics, and insane and | 


blind persons,’’and it provides that no one of that 


class of persons shall be introduced into the Uni- | 


ted States under certain penalties prescribed in the 
bill. 

Mr. WELLS. [appeal to the gentleman from 
Kentucky to allow mea moment to ask the House 
to allow me to make a report, that it may be 


| printed. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. No, sir; I cannot 
yield any more. I have been baffled here half an 


| hour in my efforts to commence my remarks. [ 


will not yield, and it is useless to make appeals to 
me. I ask the Chair to give me my rights. 
Reeneee.) 
Mr. WELLS. I wish to make an inquiry. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 


from Kentucky is upon the floor, and it is not in || 


order to make an inquiry. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 


eral Government to prevent the different States in 


| this Union from allowing such persons, as they 
_ choose to come within their borders. 


I do not 
profess to have examined the subject thoroughly; 
but that is immaterial to my argument. My im- 
ression is, that the State of Virginia, the State of 
lassachusetts, the State of Kentucky, or any 
other State has the right to allow or to prevent 


| certain classes of persons from coming within their 


borders. This bill, however, if that power exists 
within the States, takes it away from them. I 
will not, however, discuss that question. 
Assuming the power, however, to exist in the 
Federal Government, there is a cruel exercise of it 
It provides that every human bein 
desirous of coming within the limits of the Unite 
States shall obtain from an American consul a 
certificate, or pass, stating that he is not insane, 
that he is not an idiot, that heis not a lunatic, 
that he is not poor, nor blind, and that he has not, 
for the space of five years next preceding the date 
of the certificate, been afflicted with lunacy, in- 


sanity, idiocy, or any derangement of intellect, 


I ask my friend from Ken- || 


_ and, [ might say, I think, if they had added * nor 


derangement of the bowels” it would have made 
the billcomplete. [(Laughter.] The certificate so 
furnished shall, if possible, also state the name, 


om I do not propose to | 
| discuss the question as to the power of the Gen- 


| 


| Mi 1 had the floor by the per- | 
mission of the gentleman from Kentucky a few 
| minutes since, but objection was made. 


{ 





| country. 
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The bill, therefore, as it now stands, allows any 
blind person, who is a member of a family emi- 
grating to the United States, to come in; but if he 
happens not to be one ofa family, or to comprise 
the whole family in his own person, be he old or 
young, rich or poor, and, by accident, is «fflicted 
with blindness, the bill repels him from the shores 
of the United States. Now, I want no property 

ualification in this country as a condition of resi- 
dees within our borders of those we allow to 
come in. None, sir. If you allowa blind Eu- 
ropean to come here, if he is worth $100,000, 
you ought to allow a blind European to come 
here who is not worth acent. Such a restriction 
is anti-American, anti-republican, and it is con- 
trary to the spirit of our whole system fo draw 
such distinctions. This property qualification is 
most odious in my judgment, with all respect to 


|| the gentleman who offered the bill. 


Another provision of the bill requires that the 
term ‘* pauper,” as used in the bill, shall be held 
to designate a person who, within one year from 
the time of making the application specified in the 
first section of the act, has received support as a 

oorand indigent person. How wiil that operate? 
3 it proper to draw this distinction? Can you not 
imagine a person of the loftiest intellect, of the 
noblest character, by inevitable misfortune reduced 
to the necessity of receiving support from his 
friends, or from the public, and yet be as worthy 
of emigrating to the United States as one who 
counts his funds by the millions? And yet such 
a person, if, by misfortune, he has, at any time 
within one year previous to making such applica- 
tion, been obliged to depend upon friendship or 
charity, is excluded from the shores of the United 
States. 

I do not propose to enlarge upon this subject. 
I regard this bill as ene of the fruits of the pro- 
scriptive feeling which is just now pervading this 
I know it is popular, and I know it ie 


| sweeping like a hurricane from one end of the 
| country to the other; but it is in conflict with the 


fundamental principles of our system of Govern- 
ment, and I am willing to oppose my hand to it, 
and await the time when there shall be a reaction 
in the public sentiment, as I know there will be. 
{ want the gentlemen of this House to know that, 
if they vote for this bill, they draw a distinction 
between the rich and the poor, and allow only the 
latter class to come—nor can they come except— 


| with a pass in their hands, like a negro going from 
| one plantation to another. 


the birth-place, and'the residence of the applicant, | 


together with his age, if known. 
Now, sir, in looking at the latter part of this 
bill the first thing which struck my attention was, 


under the bill, as it originally came from the com- 
mittee, that family would have to be severed. The 


| father could not bring his blind child within the 


limits of the United States. But the bill is not as 
it originally was, but has been patched up from 


|| time to time, and I see there is an amendment 
If the gentleman from | 


attached to the fifteenth section, which provides 
that the first, fifth, and eighth sections of the act 


| shall not be held to be applicable to any blind, || 
insane, or idiotic person who is a member of a |, 
|| family emigrating to the United States, if he is a ) 
DSON. I ask leave of the House |! person of sufficient property to maintain himeelf. || his application for such certificate, making an 


| 


} 
| 
| 
i 
} 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I wish to inquire of the 
gentleman from Kentucky, inasmuch as he has 
spoken of some “ ism’’ as pervading and spread- 
ing over this country like a hurricane—! know 
nothing of it myself—whether it has not been un- 
derstood and currently reported all over the coun- 
try that the honorable gentleman from Massachu- 


| setts, (Mr. Wenrworrtn,] who haschargeof this 


bill, and has presented it to us this morning, was 
not beaten and swept down by this hurricane? 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I will answer the 
veces I have understood the gentleman from 
assachusetts, who presented this bill to us, was 
beaten by a political society, under the name of 
** Know-Nothing.”’ 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Then why charge the bill 
to that particular class of persons? 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I understand that 
the gentleman from Massachusetts was defeated 
by this organization, and I think it extremely 
probable he may have introduced this bill with a 
view to put an extinguisher upon ‘* Know-Noth- 
ingism.’’ But it does not follow that | spoke un- 
traly when I stated it was one of the fruits of the 
feeling which was pervading the country; for if 


' | with such motives he introduced the bill, he still 
that a man might be emigrating to the United || 


States with his family, his wife and children, one || 
of whom might be afflicted with blindness, and || 


acted under the influence of that spirit. But it is 
immaterial. I would rather trust to the next Con- 
gress, full of *“* Know-Nothings,”’ as itis likely to 
be, to pass a bill upon this subject, than to take 
this bill, patched up and thrust upon us at thislate 


| period of the session, with a view to compromise 


the question. 
I will -lose with recapitulating what I was about 


| to say when I was interrupted by the gentleman 


from Ohio. I want this House to remember that 
this is a bill which requires every human being 
who emigrates to these shores to obtain a certifi- 
cate that he is not blind, nor insane, nor idiotic, 
nor poor, nor has been so for five years preceding 
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exception in favor of those blind who have prop- | The court has deeided ‘that Congress has the right 





erty sufficient to support themselves, and exclud- 
ing those, whatever may be their qualifications 
otherwise, who have not property. | am opposed 
to it; and, having explained my views of the bill, 
Lam perfectly willing for the House to vote on it. 
Mr. WENT WORTH, of Massachusetts. Mr. | 
Speaker, a word or two in reply to tae gentleman 
from Kentucky, and in reference to the particular 
features of this bill. For myself, [ am willing to 
bring the discussion to a close, because | think 
that we have not time,at this late hour of the ses- 
sion, to spend in debating this or any other ques- 
lion. 
The gentleman from Kentucky opened his re- | 
marks by saying this bill had been sprung upon 
the House in the night, Sir, it has been printed 
more than two months. It was reported from the | 
Committee of Commerce on the 2d of January, | 
and ordered to be printed; and it has been in the 
docurment room ever since, accessible to any mem- 


ber of the body. It has not, therefore, been sprung || 


upon the House. The bill has been sent over the | 
country. It has been sent to the northern States, 
and especially to those persons who have charge 
of emigrants and emigrant paupers, with a view 
of getting informatien in regard to 11s propriety and 
feasibility. The result has been, from the inform- 
ation received and the conference with the Judi- 
ciary Committee, which has, by resolution of this 
House, been instructed to report on the subject, 
the Lill and amendments now before us. 

The gentleman says that he regards it as the 
fruit of the new ism which has sprung up in the 
country. This project was started by me at the 
last session by a resolution of inquiry introduced 
and referred to the Committee of Commerce. That | 
was before | had much knowledge of the existence 
of the new ism; nor have I got it up with a view 
of heading off that ism, or in any way affecting 
the question which seems to have in some degree | 
disturbed the gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. Speaker, the State from which I come is 
largely burdened with foreign paupers. We have 
built within two ay three years three large poor 
houses in that State, at which we maintain from 
two to three thousand foreign paupers at an ex- 
pense of between one and two hundred thousand 
dollars perannum. The emigrantsociety of New 
York expends about one million of dollars per 
year for the support of foreign paupers, blind, | 


insane, and idiotic; and our country suffers no one || 


can tell how much, by the introduction of foreign | 
criminals upon these shores. They come here | 


without our having any means of inquiry as to || 


their character or their previous life. 

The eastern States, the whole Atlantic sea-board, | 
is calling upon Congress for a law with regard to | 
foreign paupers. The gentleman may not know | 
the evil which we suffer—probably that class of | 
persons do not reach Kentucky. Of the emigrants | 
who come here, | suppose that the western por- 
tion of the country get mostly the hale and hearty, | 
and that most of the imbecile, insane, blind, and | 
criminal remain in the eastern cities. The State | 
of Rhode Island has legislated on this subject, and | 
has instructed her representatives in both Houses 
of Congress to favor the passage of a bill like the 
one under consideration. The Common Council 
of New York have legislated upon the subject; 
and gentlemen from that body were here as late as 
Friday, for the purpose of procuring the passage 


of this bill by tendering whatever information || 


they possessed upon the subject to gentlemen con- 
cerned in it. The Emigrant Society of New 
York has sent here delegates, with a bill of some | 
thirty-two sections, much more penal and restrict- | 
ive than this, with a view of having it presented | 
to Congress. They laid it before the Sadiaiey | 
Committee. It has been before the Committee on | 
Commerce; and some additions have been made | 
to the bill before us in consequence of the exam- | 
ination of the New York bill. 

Mr. WALSH. I suspect that they came here | 
to lobby on some other question, 


New York to introduce persons within their limits. || 
With the decision of the Supreme Court, saying | 
that Congress has the right to regulate this entire | 
sulyject, and with that opinion pronounced by | 
every western judge on the bench, I think that the | 
gentleman does well not to discuss the question. | 


to control the introduction of foreigners into this 
country, and that the States have no right to legis- 
late in any way to contravene their introducuon 
or importation. And for the present, although it 


| is a decision upon which the court was divided, it 
| may be considered as the law of the land. The 


case of Gibbons and Ogden, and the passenger 


| cases, have set'led this question. 





| to be unconstitutional and void. 


Mr. MILLSON. 
entlemar’s permission. , 
Mr. WENTWORTH. I cannot yield. 
Mr. MILLSON. Being a member of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, | desire to make a remark. 
Mr. WENTWORTH. I should have been 
glad to have had the gentleman’s assistance on this 


| bill in the Committeeon Commerce. I was saying 


that the Supreme Court of the United States has 
decided that this matter must be regulated by Con- 


gress, and that the States cannot prevent import- || 
| ation of foreign persons, if they are disposed to 


do so. And it has declared the laws passed by 
Massachusetts and New York imposing certain 
restrictions upon the importation of emigrants, 
So that if any 


| legislation be necessary, if any is to be had, it 
| must come from Congress alone. 


| since 1848 equally restrictive and penal with the | 


The gentleman from Kentucky says that this 
bill makes a property qualification, that it is an 
odious and anti-republican measure, and that he 
had rather trust to the next Congress, Know- 


Nothing as it will be, to pass such measures as || 
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I will say a word, with the | 


} 


|| Mr. LYON. 
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| me to offer a substitute for the bill under consid. 
eration. I desire to sa ; 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. No debate is in 
order. Does the gentleman from Massachusetts 
withdraw his demand for the previous question? 

Mr. WENTWORTH. No, sir; I do not, | 
have no reason to believe the substitute of the 
gentleman is any more perfect than the bill which 
a committee of the House have had before it, and 
have prepared after much consideration. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Then I hope the 
House will vote down the demand for the pre. 
vious question, to enable me to offer my substi. 

| tute. 
| Mr. WENTWORTH. I hope not. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I move to lay the 
bill upon the table; and upon that motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I will state 
that the Senate have taken a recess. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to take a recess 
| until eight e’clock. 

Mr. TWEED. I object. 


| NOTICE OF A SPEECH. 


[ ask the consent of the House to 
| print a speech upon certain resolutions offered by 
me some days since. 

There was no objection, and the proposition 





was assented to. 


they may think proper, than to see the provisions | 


of this billadopted. Why,sir, this billis no more 
stringent in its provisions than that passed at the 
last Congress for carrying passengers upon vessels 
propelled, in whole or in part, by steam. We 
have had passenger bills upon our statute-books 


| bill before you. 


The gentleman is incorrect in saying that this 
bill makes a property qualification. It merely 
provides that foreign paupers shall not, as such, 


| be imported from Europe to this country. Ifa 





| 


| such a bill as this. 





not a farthing. 


| man be not a pauper he may come, though worth | 
If he is able to pay twenty-five 


cents for his certificate, he has a right to embark, | 


and no man has the power to prevent him, nor 


does this Congress, by this bill, attempt to pre- | 


vent him. 
Mr. PHILLIPS. 


Massachusetts, under what clause in the Consti- 


I ask the gentleman from | 


tution he claims this power to prohibit persons | 


from coming to our shores? 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 
decision of the Supreme Court of the United 
States that the Constitution confers such a power. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. The gentleman does not 
answer my question. I ask what provision of the 
Constitution gives to Congress the power. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I do not think it 
necessary to go into a constitutional argument 
upon this subject, nor have we the time at this 
late hour. 
highest tribunal in the land declares it to be con- 
stitutionai. 


I claim it under the) 


| 
' 


It is enough for me to know that the | 


I will say, in conclusion, that this bill is drawn | 
in accordance with the demands of all the Atlantic 


cities for additional legislation upon this subject. 
If | know the sentiments prevailing almost univer- 
sally in Massachusetts, New York, and the other 
States,in which passengers are landed from abroad 


in any considerable numbers, they require just | 


They require that Europe 
shall be compelled to keep her paupers at home. 
They require that she shall be compelled to keep 
her criminals at home, and that they shall not be 
permitted to land in Boston, New York, and other 


cities, sent by foreign municipal authorities, either | 


to fill our alms-houses or asylums, or, by the 
practice of foreign vices, to corrupt the morals or 
prey upon the substance of ourcitizens. We ask 
Congress to exercfse its undoubted powers, and 
to relieve us from the evils to which we are now 


|| exposed, and from the pecuniary burdens under 
Mr. WENTWORTH. The gentleman says || 
that he doubts the power of the General Govern- || 
ment to limit or restrict the right of Virginia or | 


which we are suffering. Whilst the bill will not 
operate to restrict the emigration of any person fit 
to become an American citizen, it would, in my 
judgment, if passed and faithfully carried out, 
relieve us of a large portion of that worthless 
population, to the support of which we have been 
so long subjected. | move the previous question. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I ask the gentleman 
from Massachusetts to yield me the floor to enable 


| 


PASSENGER BILL-——AGAIN. 


The question was taken upon Mr. Davis's 
motion; and the result was—yeas 64, nays 4); as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Ashe, Davi! J. 
Bailey, Barksdale, Breckinridge, Brooks, Caskie, Cham- 
berldin, Chrisman, John G. Davis, Disney, Dowdell, Dun- 
ham, Eddy, Edmundson, John M. Elliott, Flerence, Gam- 
ble, Goode, Greenwood, Hamilton, Audrew J. Harlin, 
Hastings, Hendricks, Hibbard, George W. Jones, Kex:, 
Kurtz, Lamb, Lecher, Lindsley, Macdonald, McNair, 

| McQueen, Macy. Maxwell, = mith Miller, Mitlson, Murray, 
Nichols, Noble, Olds, Orr, Packer, Phillips, Powell, Ri: h- 
ardson, Riddle, Seward, Shaw, Skelton, Richard H Siaa- 
ton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, Trout, Tweed, Vansant ,Walk 
er, Walsh, Wells, Jobn Wentworth, Westbrook, and 
Witte—64. 

NAYS—Messrs. Appleton, Banks, Benson, Bridges,Bugg, 

Campbell, Carpenter, Chandler, Cobb, Corwin. De Wit, 

| Dickinson, Dunbar, Eastman, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, 
English, Farley, Flagler, Goodrich, Aaron Harlan, Howe, 
Hughes, Hunt, Knox, Lyon, McDougall, MeMuilin, Matte- 
son, Middieswarih, Morgan, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Peck, 
Pennington, Bishop Perkins, Pr tt, Pringle, David Ritchie, 
Russell, Sage, Sapp, Hestor L. Stevens, Teller, Wade, 
Walley, Israel Washburn, Tappan Wentworth, and Wheel- 
er—49. 

| The SPEAKER pro tempore announced that no 

querum had voted. 

Mr. HUGHES. I understand that the com- 
mittees of conference will not be ready to report 
for some two hours yet. [ask unanimous consent 
that the House take a recess until nine o’clock. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I object. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I must again appeal to 
the gentleman from-Massachusetts not to attempt 
to pass this bill at this late hour. I ask him to 
| withdraw the bill, and let us proceed to other 
business, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. No quorum has 
voted, and no motion is in order except for a call 
| of the House. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. 
| call of the House. R's 

Mr. LETCHER. I think, if the Chair will 
allow me to make a suggestion, we ~~ obviate 
the necessity for a call of the House. If we can 
have the members whe are asleep around the Hall 
awakened 
| [Cries of ** Order!”” * Order!””} 
| Mr. MceMULLIN. J ask if it is not compe- 
| tent for the Spenker to ascertain whether there 1s 
|| @ quorum in the House by counting? 
} 
| 


I move that there be a 





Mr. McDOUGALL. | insist upon my motion 
that there be a call of the House. 
| ‘The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is competent 
| for the gentleman from Virginia to call for tellers 
|upon the motion fora call of the House, if he 
| desires to ascertain whither there is a quorum in 
| the House. 
Mr. McMULLILN. I demand tellers upon that 
motion. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Srvanr, of 
Ohio, and Watsn were appointed. 
The question was then taken; and the tellers 
'| reported—ayes 13, noes 105. 
| So a call of the House was refused. 
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upon laying the bill on the table. tion ia put for the call of the House, I think we 
Mr. MLDOUGALL. I insist on the regular || certainly could come to some understanding which 
order of business, and shall do so from now until || would be satisfactory to the Hause. 
the adjournment. || The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
Mr. McMULLIN. I move that the Housetake || from California moves a cali of the House. The 
a recess until nine o’clock. || Chair is of opinion that less than a quorum can do 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair de- || no business at this time but to call the House. 
cides that it is not in order to make that motion, | Mr. ORR. Itis very evident that less than a 
except by unanimous consent. || quorum cannot go into the Committee of the 
Mr. McDOUGALL. I object. || Whole. 
Mr. McMULLIN. Is it in order then to sus- || The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is true. 
end the rules for that purpose? || Mr. ORR. I propose that there be a recount 
The SPEAKER protempore. It is not; for the || on the proposition to go into the Committee of the 
resson that the House is now acting under a sus- | Whole. 
pension of the rules. | The SPEAKER pro tempore. If there be no 
Mr. BENSON. Is it in order to move to sus- || objection a recount will be had. 
pend the rules to go into Committee of the Whole |, r. BRECKINRIDGE and others objected. 
on the state of the Union? l} 
TheSPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thinks | 
that motion would be in order. I! 








Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 


ice that if it i d to, I shall } | 
a ne ee a an Paggtre scary de. || Anact further to amend an actentitled ‘ An act 
eos o'clock. , |, to reduce and modify the rates of postage in the | 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I submit that the | ba a and for other purposes,’’ passed | 
motion of the gentleman from Maines notinorder, || “arch ¥, lout. : : . 
Jt is to suspend the rules, and, as the Chair has || ..° ae M object = Saas being | 
sided, ti d : || reported when there is no quorum pr p 
a are now acting under a suspension of Sac, SEERCMAM. Ganueh, we Gere 0.20-| 
‘TheSPEAKER pro tempore. Therule expressly || Cunt? 


says that the House may at any time suspend the |, !he SPEAKER pro tempore. A recount has | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





A quorum having voted, the question recurred | cannot well dispose ef this appeal. Before the ques- i] JUDICIARY OF THE DIST 


} 


| 

| 

ENROLLED BILLS. 
and to codify the same.”’ 
Mr. BENSON. Then I make it, and I give | — reported as correctly enrolled the following | 


| 
| 
| 


rules to go into the Committee of the Whole onthe | been objected to. | 
if 


state of the Union. 

Mr. MILLER, of Indiana. 
move to proceed to the consideration of the busi- | 
ness on the Speaker’s table? 

The SPEAKER protempore. It is not. 


| Mr. STUART, of Ohio. Is there any other | 
io 3 || motion in order except the motion to adjourn? =| 
ene Dy ating The SPEAKER pro tempore. A motion to ad- 
journ at this time without a quorum is not in 
‘order. Less than a quorum may adjourn from 
Mr. McDOUGALL. I demand the yeas and | day today. There does not remain another day | 
raye-an the motion ofthe gelleman from Maine, | Aourn oat this ceaion of Congress, When 
[ Mr. DENSON. ae 
Mr. EDMUNDSON. I ask the gentleman 1 eee ees I move to suspend business | 
from Maine to waive his motion for a moment, | ; 
that i may ask the House to pass a small bill. ; BF ng SPEAKER pro tempore. 
{Cries of ** Object,’”’ and ** Not in order.’’} “ig 
Mr. HENDRICKS. [I rise to a question of || oor 
order. Under the decision which the Speaker || . : aa] 
made awhile 260» is : ao aa acting —— | mien: eee SP ecciti cts “> 
Coneniiies pe ‘ae "Whole Oe gli’ cane a gentleman from California (Mr. McDoveatt] 
Union? | moves a call of the House, and, in the opinion of 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is under that |, the eet is adhe motion in order. | 
express rule of the House which provides that a | a pi oa ~~ ae waeal “HI the | 
monary ene at any a9 — ie — and i Cheic pr a aad pe ae ou a | the 
5 2a. on ener | The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thinks | 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. | that he cannot entertain it; and that less than a | 
Tellers were called for, and ordered; and Messrs. |; WUOrum cannot settle a question of order. 
Preasuen sal Piles Wied appointed } Mr. STUART, of Ohio. The Chair will see 
The question was taken; and the tellers reported || 





That is not in 


I appeal from the decision of 


| at once that he puts his judgment against the will | 
—ayes 67, noes 26. | of the House. as 
No quctins velind, | Mr. STUART, of Michigan. 
Mr. STUART, of Ohio, (at twenty-five minutes || eman from Ohio to order. | 
past seven, a.m.) I move that the House do now | The question then being “ Shall there be a call 
— 7 39? } 
adjourn to meet again at eight e’clock. || of the House? 


' 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Less than a quo- | 


| 
} 


I call the gen- | 


from day to day. | 

Mr. STUART. I appeal from the decision of || 
the Chair. || reported—ayes 61, noes 47. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman || So a call of the House was ordered. 
from Ohio moves that the House adjourn until || _ The roll was then called, and one hundred and 
eight o’clock. The Chair decides that to be not || “ gentlemen answered to their names. 
enly contrary to rule, but contrary to the Conati- | 
tution. 

- s | Bayly, Barry, Bennett, Benton, Bissell, Bliss, Bocock, 

LH REET, How at hn ta te Hoan | Ep, thai Chana 


out a quorum being present? || Crocker, Cumming, Thomas Davis, Dent, Dick, Drum, 


|| MeDovea.t were appointed. 
The question was then taken; and the tellers 


| Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Colquitt, Corwin, Cox, | 


Mr. STUART, of Ohio, demanded tellers; which | 
rum cannot, by the Constitution, adjourn except |, Were ordered; and Messrs. Stuart, of Ohio, and | 


he following is the list of the absentees: | said clerks of courts and justices of th hall at all 
it ei ) o > peace, & 
Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Ashe, Thomas H. | ve ao Ad stg me Decne es 


The SPEAKER pro tempere. When has that | Ellison, Fenton, Franklin, Giddings, Grey, Grow, Sampson | 


been done? WwW. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hill, tiillyer, Howe, Inger- 
. | soll, J. Giancy Jones, Roland Jones, Kerr, Kidwell, Kit- 

Mr. KEITT. Frequently. | tredge, Lane, Latham, lewis, Lindley, Mace, May, May- 
The SPEAKER pro.tempore. There has been | all, Meacham, John G. Miler, Morrison, Olds, Andrew 
only a recess taken. | Oliver, Packer, Peckham, Puryear, Ready, Reese, Thomas 


|| Ritehey, Seymour, Shannon, Simmons, Singleton, Samuel 
a ee Well, then, I move that we have | A. Smith, Wiliam Smith, William R. Smith, George w. 


Smyth, Sollers, Alexander H. Stephens, Joha J. Taylor, | 


The Ge ara tempore. That motion is | John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tharstoa, Tracy, | 
ou 


Not in order in the 
in comrnittee. 1] 
Mr. McDOUGALL. I now move acallof the | 
ouse, || ceedings under the call be dispensed with. 
Mr. STRATTON. On that I ask for tellers. 1 The question was taken; and it was decided in 
The SPEAKER pre tempore. An appeal is | the affirmative. 


se; it would beif we were || Vail, Warren, Daniel B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, 
' Yates, and Zullicoffer. 


Mr. PRINGLE. 


pending. 


Mr. ORR. Less than a quorum, | suppose, || dispensed with. 


I move that all further pro- | 


|| of the United States a 
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RICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. MAY. I rise to a privileged question, 

| The committee of conference on the part of the 

House upon House bill (No. 445,) to reorganize 

| the courts in the District of Cotumbia,and to im- 

prove the laws thereof, beg leave to submit the 
following report: 


The managers of the conference upon the disagreeing 
votes of the two H uses upon the bill entitled “ Ay act to 
reorganize the courts in the District of Columbia, and to re- 
form the laws thereof,”* have met, and after fall and free 
conference, have agreed to recommend, and do recommend, 
to their respective Houses, asa follows : 

Ist. That the Senate recede from its amendments to the 
nineteenth section of the bill, and agree to said section as 
passed by the House. 

2d. That the House agree to the other amendments of 
the Senate, with this amendment, to wit: to strike out the 
preambie and all the sections of the bill, except the said 
nineteenth section. 

3d. That the title be amended so as to read as follows: 
* An act to improve the laws of the District of Columbia, 


H. MAY, 
8. CLARK, 
JOHN KERR, 

Committee on the part of the House. 
GEORGE E BADGER, 
CHARLES EB. STUART, 

Committee on the part of the Senate. 








The recommendation of the committee of con- 


|| ference was to strike out all the other parts of the 


bill but the nineteenth section, which was to re- 
main as it passed the House. The nineteenth 
section of the bill reads as follows: 


Sec. 19. nd be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States is hereby authorized, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, to appoint two persons, 
learned in the law, to revise, simplify, digest, and codify 
the laws of said District, and also the rules and principles 
of practice, of pleadings, of evidence, and conveyancjng, 
and also to add thereto and codify such laws of the State 
of Maryland as may be or become in force during the prepa- 
ration of said code and applicable to the circumstances and 
condition of said District; and the said code shall be con- 
structed according to a simple method, and be expressed in 
language concise and plain, and, far as possible, be made 
level to the understanding of a person of ordinary intelli- 
genceand education; and it shall contain a full and particu- 
lar index to all itscontents; and the preparation of the said 
code shall be made under the superintendence and revision 
of the Attorney General of tie United States, and as the same 
progresses shall be printed, under bis direction ; and the said 
codifiers shall each be paid for their services, out of the 
Treasury of the United States, at the rate of $3,100 a year, 
And the Board of Aldermen and Common Council of the 
city of Washington may together elect five competent per- 
sons, and the Board of Aldermen and Council of George- 
town may elect two competent persons, and the levy court 
of the county of Washington may elect one competent 
person, which persons together shall compose a board, to 
consider, at convenient seasons, the provisions of said code, 
as it may be prepared; and any three of said persons shall 
constitute a quoruin of said board; and the said code, or 
such provisions thereof as may be approved by a majority 
of said board, shail be adopted, and become the law of said 
District, as hereinafter provided. And it shall be the duty 
of the said persons who may be appointed to codify the said 
laws, to attend, and also the said Attorney General may 
attend the meetings of said board, to explain the several 
provisions of the said code. And when the said code and 
the provisions thereof shall have been adopted by the said 
board, or by a majority thereof, they shall certify the same 
to the President of the United States, who shall thereupon 
cause it to be published in a neat and convenient form. and 
to be substantially bound ; and he shall cause a sufficient 
number of volumes of said code to be printed and bound as 
may be necessary for the amplest distribution of the same 
among the people of said District, and fer the preservation 
of said code ; and a copy thereof shail be furnished to every 
justice of the peace, and every judge, to each court, toeach 
clerk of said court, to euch coroner, to said levy court, to 

| each public school, to each public library, to each public 
department of Government, and to the Mayors and each of 
the Councils of Washington and Georg town, to be by them 
| kept and carefully preserved, and transferred to their several 
successors in office. And the said code so deposited with 


times be open iu their several offices for the inspection and 
information of the people of said District, and others who 
| may desire to consult the same. And when the said code 
shall be printed and distributed, the President of the United 
States shall, by his proclamation, appoint a tune and places 
in the said District for taking the sense of the citiz: os 
thereof, for or against the adoption of the said code, and he 
shalt cause judges to be selected who shall preside at such 
election, and he shall provide and proclaim the mode and 
| rules of conducting the same, provided every free white 
male citizen of the United States, above the age of twenty- 
one years, who has resided in the said District for one year 
next preceding said election, shall be prrmitied to vote 
thereat; and the result of said election shall be reported to 
the said President, and the same, with the said code, be by 
him reported to Congress, and when ratified and approved 
by the same, he shall by bis proclamation declare it to be in 
force. from the day of the date thereof, as the law of the 
said District of Columbia; and the same, when so pro- 
claimed, shall thervatier be and remain as such, wittout any 
further act or proceedings to that effect, until altered or 
repealed by the Congress of the United tates, And the 


So all further proceedings under the call were } persons who may compose said board, or such of them as 


may act on the same, sball be paid out ef the Treasury 
compensation for weir 
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ively, upon the same: Provided, That the said code shall 
be reported to Congress on or before the first Monday in 
December, in the year 1857. 

Mr. MAY. The committee of conference found 
it: »poseible to come to any agreement touching 
the reorganization of the courts of the District, 
but they concurred in the plan for codifying the 
lawe of the District, and we now ask that the 
branch of the bill relating to that subject, as it 
passed the House, and was agreed to by the com- 
mittee of conference, may be adopted. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

So the report of the committee of conference 
was agreed to. 

Mr. MAY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the report was adopted, and to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table; which latter 
motion was agreed to. 


PAY OF EMPLOYEES. 
Mr. LETCHER. 


ing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Represent- 
atives be, and he is hereby, ordered to pay out of the con- 
tingent fund of the House to the boys accompanying the 
mail wagons the same compensation received by the boys 
performing similar duties in the Senate, commencing with 
the present Congress. 

Mr. HUGHES. I ask the gentleman from 
Virginia if he will not allow the following resolu- 
tion to come in: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and he is 
hereby, directed to pay to the messengers who receive less 
than those that are stationed at the several doors of the 


Hlall the same pay that those thus stationed now receive, 
commencing with the last fiscal year. 


] desire to offer the follow- | 


it gives to the folders stationed behind the Speak- | 


er’s chair the same pay that the other messengers 
receive. 

Mr. EDMUNDSON. 
troduce an amendment. 

Mr. LETCHER., I will hear the suggestions 
which gentlemen have to offer, and then | will ac- 
cept them or not, as I think best. 

Mr. ASHE. 
by way of amendment. 

Mr. LETCHER. I must beg to be excused. 
i will take the proposition of my colleague, {[Mr. 
Epmunpson,] and then I can accept no more. 

Mr. Epmunpson’s amendment to the resolution 
was read, as follows: 

And that the Clerk of this House be directed to pay to 
John Costin, alaborer employed in the office of Clerk, two 
dollars per day,in consideration of additional tabor per- 


formed by him, commencing from the time employed, de- 
ducting the per diem already paid him. 


I also ask leave to in- | 


I beg leave to offer a resolution | 


Mr. LETCHER. I accept that, and there stop. | 


Mr. CUTTING. 


I ask the gentleman to allow | 


me to offer a resolution in regard to our two faith- | 


ful clerks, Messrs. Doisey and Galpin? 

Mr. EDGERTON. I want to know how much 
they get now? 

Mr. CUTTING. Just hear it read. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I object to it anyhow. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the contingent fund 
to the two assistant clerks now employed at the desk in the 
Hall of this House a sum which will make their annual 
compensation for services during the present Congress 
equal to that of the Journal Clerk of this House. 


Mr. EDGERTON. That iseight dollars aday, 
and I object. 

Mr. LETCHER. I accept only the amend- 
ment of my colleague, and | demand the previous 
question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

The main question being on the adoption of the 


resolution, it was put; and decided in the affirm- 
ative. 


Mr. MILLSON. The Heuse, acting under a 


suspension of the rules, has now before it a bill, 


THE CO 


services, according to the timeemployed by them, respect- 


regard reports from committtes of conference as 
privileged. The pending question before the House 
is to lay the bill introduced by the gentleman | 
from Massachusétts upon the table. There is 
also another pending motion, which is to go into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. Thequestion ison the latter motion first. 

Mr. DAWSON. [I call for the yeas and nays 


upon that motion. | 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. ASHE. If it is in order I would like to 
ask the unanimous consent of the House to take 
up a small bill 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. EDMUNDSON. 1 demand tellers on the | 
motion that the House resolve itself into the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Epmunpson 
and Currine were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers | 
reported—ayes 41, noes 60, (no quorum voting.) 

CALL OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. WALSH. I move that there be a call of 
the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The roll was then called, and one hundred and 
seven members answered to their names. 

The following is the list of the absentees: 

Messrs. Abercrombie, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Ap- 


pleton, Thomas H. Bayly, Ball, Barry, Bell, Bennett, Ben- | 


ton, Bissell, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Bridges, Bristow, Bugg, 
Carpenter, Caruthers, Chamberlain, Chase, Chastain, 
Churchwell, Clingman Colquitt, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, 
Cumming, Thomas Davis, Dent, De Witt, Dick, Dickinson, 
Edmands, English, Everhart, Fau/kner, Fenton, Flagler, 
Franklin, Goodrich, Goodwin, Grey, Grow, Hamilton, 
Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Haven, 
Henn, Hill, Hillyer, Houston, Hunt, Ingersoll, George W. 


| Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Roland Jones, Kidwell, Kittredge, 
| Lamb, Lane, Latham, Lewis, Lilly, Lindley, Lyon, Me- 


| Thomas Ritchey, Rogers, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sage, || 


Mullin, Mace, Maurice, Mayall, John G. Miller, Morgan, 
Morrison, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Peck- 
ham, Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Pres- 
ton, Puryear, Ready, Reese, Richardson, David Ritchie, 


| Seymour, Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Simmons, Singleton, 


| enough here for the transaction of business. 


reported by the gentleman from Massachusetts, | 


upon which the previous question has been de- 


manded, and there isa pending motion to lay it | 


upon the table. And now, as there is ver 


little | 


| suspension of business. 


time left, I wish to inquire if the reports of the two || 


committees of conference, the one upon the civil 
and diplomatic bill, and the other upon the Navy 
appropriation bill, will be regarded in the nature 
of a question of privilege, and supersede the busi- 


ness introduced by the gentleman from Massa- | 


chusetts? 


Skelton, William Smith, William R. Smith, George W. 
Smyth, Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Alexander U1. Stephens, Andrew Stuart, John J. Taylor, 
John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, ‘Thurston, ‘Tracy, | 
Trout, Upham, Vail, Vansant, Waibridge, Walley, War- 
ren, Wells, Wheeler, Hendrick B. Wright, Yates, and | 
Zollicoffer. 


The SPEAKER. The officers of the House 
will close the doors. 

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I think that we 
had better proceed under the call until we get 
Un- 
less we do so we shall have this thing over and 
over again. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I move that the Sergeant- 
at-Arms be sent for the absentees. 

Mr. BENSON. I hope that my colleague [Mr. 
Maya tt] will be excused. He is, and has been, 
very ill. 





Mr. HENDRICKS. If we begin to receive 
excuses for absent members, it will occupy the | 
whole forenoon, and will be very uninteresting. 

Mr. McNAIR. My colleague (Mr. Jones] has | 
been sick for many days past. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I object. If the gentle- 
men referred to are sick the Sergeant-at-Arms | 
will not bring them here. 

The SPEAKER, It is evident that we are 
not in a condition to legislate beyond disposing of | 
the bills which will be reported on ina short time. | 
Suppose, then, we agree to rest on our arms for | 
an hour, or for half an hour, or until some bills | 


Mr. WALSH. Let the Chair designate an honr. 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


|| Mr. HENDRICKS. I then withdraw the 





sug. 


gestion and insist on my motion. 

Mr. HUGHES. I suggest the exclusion of 
all members out on committees of conference from 
the operation of the motion of the gentleman from 
Indiana. 

The SPEAKER. That will be done as a matter 
of course. 

Mr. MATTESON. I demand the yeas ang 
nays on the motion of the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. Henpricks.} . 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms was ordered to compel 
the attendance of absent members. 

Mr. FULLER. Mr. Speaker, while we are 
waiting for the presence of the absentees_] wil] 
state that | have prepared, by a great deal of labor, 
a speech on the codification of the navigation laws, 
As I have not had a chance to deliver it, I thirk 
it is but reasonable that I should be allowed to 
publish it. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 
take it on trust. 

Mr. FULLER. If you cannot take it on trust 
you cannot take it at all. 

Mr. LETCHER. The light-house on Cape 


I cannot 


Race is against the gentleman. 


Mr. FULLER. Light-houses are put upon 
land to be used on the sea. May betnat fact never 
occurred to the gentleman. 

Mr. LETCHER. Yes, sir; and they are put 
out of the United States. But I do not object to 
the publication of the gentleman’s speech. 

Leave was granted for the publication of the 
speech. 

Mr. KNOX. I move that all further proceed. 
ings under the call be dispensed with. 

A Memeer. Let us wait until the Sergeant-at- 


_ Arms brings in the absentees. 


have been reported. | 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would suggest 
that the suspension of business be for a period not | 
longer than three quarters of an hour. 

Mr. DISNEY. I move that we take a recess | 
until nine o’clock. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair proposesa simple | 
As there seems to be no | 
unanimity on the proposition, the Chair will now | 
put the question on the motion of the gentleman | 
from Indiana, (Mr. Henpricks,]} that the Sergeant- | 


| at-Arms be sent for absent members. 


| call, thut we may know why it is we cannot have | 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Let us proceed with the | 


| a quorum to take a recess or do anything else. 


4 m /my motion the Chair put the question to the | 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The practice of | House that we do no business for an hour. 


the present occupant of the chair has been to || 


r. HENDRICKS. I suggest that in place of | 





(Cries of ** No!” and ** That is'right!”’] 


The Doorkeeper introduced the Sergeant-at- 
Arms of the House of Representatives, who re- 
ported that Messrs. Smiru, of Virginia, Seymour, 
Bristow, Sace, Morcan, Wueeter, Lyon, 
Eneuisun, Smytu of Texas, and Harrison, were 
now present under the order of the House. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move that the gentlemen 
be excused, and permitted to take their seats. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. LYON. I would ask if it is competent to 
call up Senate bill No. 444, which now lies upon 
the Speaker’s table? It is a bill for the relief of 
Mrs. Nancy D. Halkar for flour and provisions 
furnished the United States during the revolution- 
ary war by her husband, the Hon. John Halkar. 
She is over ninety years of age, and if the debt 
which stands upon the Treasury books is ever to 
be paid, it should be paid now. I hope the House 
will consent to take up the bill and pass it at once. 

The SPEAKER. No legislative business can 
be done during the call of the House. 

Mr. OLDS. I move that all further proceed- 
ings under the call be dispensed with. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I was here during 
the whole night, and only left the House at six 
o’clock this morning to get my breakfast and put 
on a clean shirt. On myreturn I found my name 
at the head of a list of half a dozen absentees 
when there are only about twenty members here. 
I desire to know why the names of the other 
absentees are not also on that list? 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
Chair will respond to the gentleman. 

Cries of ‘* Go ahead !’’} 

he SPEAKER. The House found itself 
without a quorum. A call of the House was had. 
The absentees were all called, and the Sergeant- 
at-Arms was directed to hunt up members, and 
bring them in so as to enable us to have a quorum 
to do business. Thatis all. It was done under 
the order of the House, that the Sergeant-at-Arms 
be sent in pursuit of absent members. 

Mr. LYON. I desire to ask a question for 
information. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the 
gentleman. ; 

Mr. LYON. I desireto know whether thelist, 
headed by my friend from Virginia, [Mr. Surru,] 
will appear on the Journal, as he has been excused ’ 

The SPEAKER, Certainly it will appear on 
the Journal. ‘ 

The question was then taken on Mr. Oxps's 
motion; and it was disagreed to. 











